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School Events and Dates!!
Break up for Half Term (1 week)! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 14 February !
Miss Todd’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 5 March!
Mrs Nethersole’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 11 March!
Mrs Sibley’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 18 March!
Mrs Gladen and Mrs King’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! 25 March!
Paddington Bears Theme Lunch! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 25 March

Coming Soon!

Very soon we will be starting 
a whole school ‘Reading 
Trail’ - an initiative that we 
hope will encourage more 
children to read a range of 
books. !!
The Reading Trail involves 
children completing the ten 
tasks set out in the booklet 
(provided by school). !!
We are working closely with 
Halstead Library and the 
Library helpers will gladly 
help you with your tasks and 
stamp your booklet. The 
Reading Trail will involve a 
very small amount of writing, 
but our emphasis is upon 
read ing . Read ing Tra i l 
booklets will be available very 
soon! 

Welly Appeal!!
If you have any wellies that your 
children have outgrown, we would 
love to have them in school. Our 
Year 1 children love their Forest 
School sessions, but some of them 
do not have wellies and it would 
really help if we could have wellies 
for all our children. We particularly 
need them in sizes 9-11. !!
! If you have any spare 
! wellies please drop them 
! into the School Office.

To mark Safer Internet Day 2014 we 
will be publishing a whole host of E-
Safety advice on the school website, 
via Twitter and on www.tabecat.com. 
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Academic Awards!!
This week Phoebe Wayte (Year 3) received an Orange 
WOW Badge (academic progress and achievement) for 
her outstanding achievement and progress in all aspects 
of the curriculum. Phoebe has really thrived in Key Stage 
Two!!!
Mrs Nethersole has nominated Ruby Parker for a 
‘Reading Achievement’ badge. Ruby is an excellent reader 
and demonstrates a superb commitment to daily reading 
and always makes sure that she really understands the 
books that she reads. !!
Josh Rush (Year 3) has been identified as deserving a 
‘Writing Achievement’ badge. Josh has transformed his 
attitude and approach to writing and as a result his written 
work has improved beyond all recognition. Well done 
Josh!!!
Mrs Nethersole has chosen Declan Bramwell (Year 3) and 
Thomas Nicholls (Year 3) to receive ‘Maths Achievement’ 
awards. Declan has shown a real flair and enthusiasm for 
maths this year, he often makes contributions to 
discussion and has worked very hard. Thomas is a super 
mathematician and we are delighted with the progress he 
is making. In addition, Thomas is a superb young man 
with excellent all-round skills who can always be trusted to 
do the right thing! !!
Finally, Darion Carlisle has deservedly received the 
‘Science Achievement’ badge. Darion has an excellent 
scientific knowledge and he shows immense enthusiasm 
for Science. Well done to all our badge winners this week. 

FAST, Braintree North East!
Tel: 01787 477350!!

Many families run into difficulties from 
time-to-time – it’s part of the stresses 
and strains of modern family life. 
Perhaps your family are experiencing a 
relationship breakdown, a recent 
bereavement, some problems with 
behaviour, some issues around anxiety 
or self-esteem or confidence...there are 
many pressures we can find ourselves 
under.!!
If you need help, FAST is here to help. 
We are a team of trained Family 
Workers, able to offer some support to 
enable you to manage some of the 
stressful situations your family may be 
experiencing.!!
If you would like to talk to a member of 
the FAST Team please call on: 01787 
477350.

Homework!!
I would like to clarify a few points regarding homework. We have a Homework Policy; this can be 
found on the school website, but we realise that homework can be a big issue for some families and 
I would like to clear up some misunderstandings. !!
Firstly, we do not want homework to turn into a battle at home. Family time is important and we do 
not want this time to be ruined by arguments and ‘battles’ over homework. Secondly, I would always 
advise Parents/Carers that, for example, children in Year 3 or 4 should not spend more than 20 
minutes during an evening on their homework. If they have been working on homework for more 
than 20 minutes, and haven’t completed it, I recommend that Parents/Carers write a brief note to the 
classteacher explaining the situation. !!
In Year 5 and 6 the approach is a little different, our expectations are higher, especially because we 
have a duty to prepare our children for the escalating demands of Secondary Education. We will 
often set homework with very clear deadlines that will feed into classwork; for example it may involve 
research that children will need to do in order to tackle classwork the next week (similar to the way in 
which Secondary Schools approach homework). Finally, whenever possible, we feel it is very 
important that homework is completed by children (maybe with a little adult support), not by adults. !

We hope that this provides Parents 
and Carers with some helpful advice 
and, as always, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to see your 
child’s classteacher. 


