
Please Help - 
Cakes Needed

The PTFA would really appreciate 
cake donations ready for the Family 
Bingo Event on 18.11.17. 

If you can help please bring in 
donations to the school office on the 
morning of 18.11.2016. Thank you in 
advance for your help and support. 
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EVENTS & DIARY DATES
Phonics Afternoon (EYFS and Year 1 Parents/Carers) 14.11.16
PTFA Family Bingo (3.15-5pm) 18.11.16
Messy Church at St Andrew’s Church, Halstead (3.-5pm) 19.11.16
Open Assembly with Revd Katie  (9am) 01.12.16
Non Uniform Day - Bring a Bottle 02.12.16
Nativity (Afternoon Performance) 06.12.16
Nativity (Evening Performance) 07.12.16
PTFA Christmas Bazaar 09.12.16
School Christmas Dinner 15.12.16
Christmas Carols Assembly 19.12.16
Travelling Pantomime - Dick Whittington 20.12.16

Messages/Notices

Messy Church - St Andrew’s Church are holding a ‘Messy Church’ afternoon on 
Saturday 19th November. All are welcome. There will be lots of activities that the 
whole family can enjoy together. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Childminders Needed - We regularly get asked for information about registered 
childminders in Halstead. Although we cannot endorse childminders, we would like to 
be able to point people in the right direction, so if you know a registered childminder 
please feel free to pass on their names and contact information to us. 

PTFA Family Bingo - On 18th November the PTFA are holding a Family Bingo 
Afternoon with 50% of the money raised going to Children in Need. We are selling a 
family ticket for £2.00 - these must be bought in advance. There will be refreshments 
and a raffle. Cake donations are warmly welcomed! 

The School Nurse Service is offering a ‘Drop in Service’ at the Acorn Centre (on the 
School Drive). Parents/Carers can ‘drop in’ on the second Monday in every month 
(during School Term Time) from 3.15pm to 4.15pm. This service replaces the 
Halstead Hospital ‘drop in’ that, according to the local Health Authority, was rather 
poorly attended. Please use these services, if they are not used, they could be 
withdrawn. 

Open Assembly - On 1st December we will be holding our very first ‘Open Assembly’ 
where parents, carers and family members can come into school and join in our 
collective worship. The assembly will be led by Reverend Katie. 

Bring a Bottle - Friday 2nd December is a non-uniform day, but instead of bringing in 
cash, please ‘bring a bottle.’ There will be PTFA members available to take in your 
donations on the day. All glass bottles and/or alcohol must be handled by an 
adult.

         The Music For Schools Foundation

On 15th November we will have a visit from the 
Music For Schools Foundation.

The Music for Schools Foundation is the UK's 
largest independent provider of instrumental 
music tuition. As a registered charity, they 
predominantly teach small group lessons in 
woodwind and brass instruments in over 500 
schools across England and Wales. You will be 
able to book music lessons for KS2 children at 
an affordable price. More information to follow. 

Headlice - Please Read Carefully

I know that some of you have worked tirelessly to keep your children free of headlice – thank 
you for your diligence, it goes a long way to keeping this problem under control. As a parent I 
understand that it is frustrating when you make sure that your children are free from 
headlice, only to see the lice and eggs return within a day or so because other people have 
not been quite so attentive to their children’s needs. Please be assured, we have been doing 
all we can to try and reduce the number of cases and intervene where we can, but for 
obvious reasons, I cannot go into the details.
 
In the meantime, I would plead with parents and carers, that children should not have time 
off school due to headlice but when children come home with headlice then parents must 
make sure their children’s hair and scalp is free from eggs and lice by treating them 
immediately. Children who have untreated headlice often become uncomfortable, 
embarrassed and simply succeed in passing them on to their classmates and friends.
 
It is very unpleasant to see children itching and experiencing discomfort due to untreated 
and persistent headlice. Please try to ensure that you continually check and comb your 
children’s hair and, if necessary treat lice when they first appear. I have been assured that 
the best way to treat headlice is to purchase some supermarket brand hair conditioner and 
comb this thoroughly through the hair using a nit comb, then rinse and repeat the process 
until all the eggs have been removed. We have a supply of nit combs; if you would like one 
(free of charge) please ask at the Main School Office. 


