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I hope that you and your loved ones are 
enjoying the Christmas ‘run-in’ and 
looking forward to spending time with 
your friends and family.

Next week is full of Christmas fun, 
starting on Monday morning with the 
whole school trip to Cineworld in 
Braintree. Please try to make sure that 
your children arrive in school on time, 
last Monday 25 children were late for 
school. We do not want the bus to 
leave anyone behind! 

Our youngest children in Key Stage 
One and Foundation have been 
working exceedingly hard to perfect the 
Nativity! Performances start next 
week and I must point out that we 
will not be able to admit anyone 
without a ticket. We are bound by 
Health and Safety regulations and due 
to the fact that we have so many 
children performing, the seating 
capacity has been reduced. Should we 
choose to ignore these regulations the 
school (namely the Headteacher!) 
could be prosecuted! 

At this point I would like to pay a huge 
tribute to Miss Todd who, with the 
support of Mrs Day and the Key Stage 
One and Foundation staff, has been the 
driving force behind the organisation 
and performance. These events do not 
‘happen’ by themselves, they represent 
a huge amount of hard work, dedication 
and sleepless nights! Thank you so 
much Miss Todd and your team, we 
really appreciate your work.

Finally, thank you to everyone who took 
part in our ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ - it 
was great to see everyone in their best 
festive attire! 

Best wishes,
Jon Smith (Headteacher)

Thank you to our fabulous PTFA for yet another super 
event! The Christmas Bazaar was a great success and 
everyone (especially those who met Santa!) went 
home smiling! 

On the subject of the Christmas Bazaar we can 
now announce how much our Year 6 Mini-
Enterprise Groups managed to raise from their 

stalls: 

1st Place Popaclaus £58.00 Profit
2nd Place The Buttons £49.60 Profit
3rd Place The Tiddlers £27.23 Profit
4th Place Sic Snowman £25.60 Profit
5th Place The Speedsters £24.20 Profit
6th Place Team Snapshot £19.70 Profit

The Mini-Enterprise is a fabulous way of our children learning 
essential work skills such as budgeting, working together and 
advertising. In total our Year 6 Mini-Enterprise raised a 
staggering £204.33! Well done to all our Year 6’s and thank 
you to the PTFA for involving our pupils in the Bazaar. 

The winning team ‘Popaclaus’ came up with the fabulous idea 
of selling cups of homemade popcorn using their own 
popcorn machine!  

Do you want to write for the 
School Newsletter? 

If you would like to contribute a ‘newsworthy’ article to the 
school newsletter please email your contributions to:
head@holytrinityhalstead.com

You can write a report on a school event, a school visit, 
something you have learned or a really great lesson you 
enjoyed! We cannot promise that all articles or contributions 
will go to print, but it’s a fabulous way to practice and improve 
your writing. Get writing!
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Academic Awards
This week Annie Barton (Year 4) was 
awarded with a Maths Achievement Badge 
for a stunning piece of mental arithmetic. 

Annie’s solution to a ‘countdown’ problem 
showed great ingenuity, quick thinking and 
a deep understanding of how to effectively 
use and apply mathematical skills. Annie 
is a fabulous student, but this piece of 
work literally left her teachers speechless! 
Well done Annie, we are really proud of 
you! 

In Year 3, Katie Rose has also been 
awarded with a Maths Achievement 
Badge. Katie has been working tirelessly 
on improving her mental arithmetic, she 
has even been taking home additional 
‘practice’ worksheets and timing herself! 

These Subject Achievement Badges are 
awarded to pupils who show skill, but also 
commitment to their learning and Katie is 
a wonderful example! 

Today, Edward Kirtland (Year 2) has been 
awarded the Reading Achievement 
Badge. Edward completed the entire 
Author Trail, reading books by all the 
suggested authors on the list; well done 
Edward!

Finally this week Yildiz Upton has been 
awarded with the Holy Trinity ‘Excellent 
Presentation’ Badge. Yildiz has made a 
huge effort to improve her handwriting this 
year and richly deserves this award! Well 
done Yildiz! 

Attendance Matters
I would like to remind Parents/Carers that registers always 
close at 9.20am (this is a policy imposed by Essex County 
Council). If a child arrives in school anytime after 9.20am this 
will go down on registers as an absence. This will count against 
a childʼs record and would prevent them from achieving 100% 
attendance. We cannot make any exceptions to this rule.

Our Autumn Term 100% attendance award will be scheduled for 
early in 2015, letters will go out to the children who achieved 
100% attendance early in the Spring Term. 

School Events and Diary Dates
Cinema Visit, Braintree 15 December
EYFS & KS1 Nativity (1.30pm) 16 December
Christmas Dinner 17 December
EYFS & KS1 Nativity (5.30pm) 17 December
Christmas Pantomime 18 December
End of Autumn Term 19 December   


