
School Newsletter                                        Monday 12th October 2015

Harvest Festival

Thank you for supporting our Harvest Festival 
and the collection of food for the Halstead Food 
Bank - your generosity will help families 
desperately in need of food.

EVENTS & DIARY DATES
Parent Consultation (1)  21.10.15

Parent Consultation (2)  22.10.15

Half Term Break Up  23.10.15

Guy Fawkes in Public Gardens 01.11.15

History Week Starts  02.11.15

Flu Vaccination (Confirmed)  10.11.15

Individual Photos (new date) 16.11.15

KS1/EYFS Nativity 2.00pm    08.12.15

KS1/EYFS Nativity 5.30pm  09.12.15

Christmas Jumper Day  18.12.15

Christmas Carols 9.00am 18.12.15

End of Autumn Term  18.12.15

Non Pupil Day   04.01.16

Back to School  05.01.16

Non-pupil days for this year are:

4th January 2016, 21st July 2016 

and 22nd July 2016

 

Halstead Guy Fawkes Display

On Sunday 1st November, The Friends of Halstead Public 
Gardens are hoping to fill the Gardens with as many Guy 
Fawkes as possible! All you need to do is make a Guy in the 
traditional way and bring him/her to The Public Gardens 
before 10am on Sunday 1st November. At 3pm you can 
return and collect your Guy. Please label your Guy with 
your name. All entries will receive a certificate, a sticker 
and a lollipop! For further information please contact Linda 
Hilton (01787 220858). 

Pick Up Information
It is really important that the school is informed if 
someone different is picking up your children at the 
end of the school day. We do our very best to make 
sure that children are kept as safe as possible and it is 
really important that you keep us up to date with any 
changes to your arrangements. 

In Year 5 and 6 we accommodate for children and their 
growing independence, but generally, we need to 
know if there is someone different (be it friend, 
neighbour, older sibling etc.) picking up your children. 

Please notify your child’s class teacher/teaching 
assistant or, alternatively please tell the main school 
office. 

Christmas Gift Appeal

This year we have decided that we will be supporting a local charity - The North Essex Christmas Gift Appeal kindly 
organised by Mrs Gemma Frost. We will be collecting presents here at Holy Trinity from November 23rd to 
December 11th. These presents will then be given to vulnerable and needy people throughout the local area.

The appeal started in 2008 and since then Gemma has managed to help provide more than 3000 Christmas 
presents for those without friends or family who have to face Christmas on their own. The appeal focuses on gifts 
for adults and the elderly so please wrap your present, attach a label/Christmas card (you can say who it is from if 
you wish, but do not include specific information, your family name is enough). It is also helpful to attach a post it 
note to the present saying what you have donated, this way we do not send chocolates to someone with an 
allergy to chocolate or dairy products. 

There are very few restrictions on the presents, but due to health and safety legislation they cannot accept hand 
made items. Suggested items include blankets, hot water bottles, chocolate, biscuits and calendars. Gemma and 
her team of helpers then distribute the gifts on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Please help if you can! 



British Values

All schools in England and Wales are required by the Department for Education to consider how we actively promote and 
uphold ‘British Values.’

In my view, these values already permeate every aspect of our work: teaching and learning, pupil voice, curriculum 
content and above all the way in which we, as a community, display respect, tolerance and care for each other. However, 
schools were asked to make a statement about their approach to ‘British Values’ - I have done this, but to deepen our 
children’s understanding of ‘British Values’ I would like to now invite the children to produce a piece of artwork that, for 
them, outline ‘British Values’ at their best. I would like our children to consider the following four words when tackling 
this task:

Law
Liberty
Respect
Tolerance

This is not an official ‘homework task’ but I think it is really important for our children to contribute to our approach to 
‘British Values’ - after all, they are the citizens and leaders of the future.

The artwork can take any form but I would like the project completed by the time we return to school after the half term 
break (Monday 2 November).  

We have invited parents and Carers to stand for election as Parent Governors. 
There are three vacancies. Candidates will need to go through suitability checks and 
must have the time and energy to devote time to meetings and, ideally, school 
visits. It is important that Governors spend time at Holy Trinity and see our school 
at work. If there are more than three applicants there will be an election to select 
the three new governors. Nominations close on Friday 16th October.

Please note that the 
date for Individual 
Photographs has 
changed - it is now 
Monday 16th November, 
starting at 9.00am. 

The date for the Flu Vaccination has been 
confirmed: 10th November 2015. I apologise 
for the short response time; this has nothing 
to do with the school and I will be asking the 
appropriate authorities that, in the future, 
they give more response time to 
parents/carers.

The closing date for Secondary 
School applications (for September 
2016) is rapidly approaching. 
Applications close on 31st October 
2015. Please make sure that your 
application has been submitted to 
avoid any delays. 


