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School Events and Diary Dates
End of 1st Half Term Thursday 21 May
School Closed (Non Pupil Day) Friday 22 May
School Closed (Non Pupil Day) Monday 1 June 
Back to School Tuesday 2 June
Non Uniform Day Friday 5th June
Summer Fete Saturday 13 June

Unfortunately, as I write this week’s newsletter, I am 
very sad to report that it looks as though the chicks did 
not survive the night (Thursday). When Mr Handy 
checked the live feed this morning we were all 
devastated to see that all the chicks had disappeared. 
We did not record the overnight feed so we do not 
know what happened, but we can only assume that the 
chicks were not strong enough to survive. We have 
checked the box and there is nothing to suggest that it 
has been tampered with or that it was attacked by 
predators. 

Whilst we do not want our children to be sad and upset 
it is important for them to understand that the natural 
world is extraordinarily fragile, and even though all our 
chicks safely flew the nest last Spring, we cannot take 
nature for granted.

On a personal note I would like to thank everyone for 
the support they have shown for the Willow Foundation 
after the death of my wife Caroline. This week I was 
informed that donations made in Caroline’s memory 
have exceeded £500.00. Furthermore, the PTFA have 
also very kindly pledged to donate 50% of the 
proceeds of the Halstead Bake Off to the Willow 
Foundation. 

All I can say is that the Willow Foundation does an 
amazing job providing really special days for families 
affected by life-threatening illnesses. Our Special Day 
will live with me and my children forever, so please be 
assured that you will have brought a great deal of 
comfort to a family somewhere who need a ‘Special 
Day’ and the great memories that it will provide. Thank 
you for your support, kindness and generosity. 

Finally, as I am one of the judges of the Bake Off, I 
think I should let you know that my two favourites are 
Chocolate Fudge Cake and Lemon Drizzle Cake! 

Have a wonderful weekend.

Jon Smith
Headteacher

Special praise must go to our Year 6 pupils for 
conducting themselves so sensibly and maturely 
throughout the SATs tests this week. 

I know that it has been a tough week for them, and 
that the non-stop testing regime has been extremely 
challenging for them, but they have coped 
magnificently. Whatever the results we are 
extraordinarily proud of them!

Whilst I vehemently disagree with the ‘high stakes’ 
testing regime for 10-11 year olds, they are part of 
the Government’s education policy and a fact of life. 
As teachers we sometimes see the anxiety and 
pressure that our children feel when they sit these 
tests, no matter how much reassurance that we offer 
- I only wish that politicians took the time to consider 
whether their policies really help, or hinder, our 
children and their education.

This week we bid farewell to Mr Coleman, a trainee 
teacher who has been working with Miss Todd in the 
Tiger’s Class. Mr Coleman has worked really hard 
and has established a super relationship with 
everyone at Holy Trinity. We wish him every success 
in the future. 

Year 2 have also been engaged in some tests this 
week. For a few years the testing of 7 year olds 
became non-statutory. But this year the Department 
for Education requested that all schools ensured that 
their 7 year olds took part in testing as part of the 
assessment process. The main difference between 
Year 2 and Year 6 testing being that the Year 2 tests 
are marked internally rather than externally. Again, 
the children responded magnificently, they did their 
best and produced some excellent results; we can 
ask no more of them. Well done Year 2! 

This week the Halstead Gazette reported on the 
worldwide interest in our ‘live feed’ from the Holy 
Trinity nest box. For the entire week the school has 
been in a complete ‘flap’ and watching every 
movement of the family of Blue Tits. 



Health and Safety Notice 

Fellow Parents/Carers, 

We all strive to set a positive example 
to our children. Your children and other 
pedestrians are being put at risk of 
being killed or seriously injured by 
drivers who park or drop off on the 
yellow zig-zag markings outside the 
school. 

Pedestrians, and in particular children, 
should be able to cross the road 
outside their school without having 
their safety compromised. 

Your children need to be able to see 
clearly in both directions to be able to 
cross the road safely and drivers need 
to be able to see them. 

You may think that you are a 
responsible driver and this does not 
apply to you. But if you park or drop off 
on the zig-zag markings outside the 
school, you can block the children’s 
view of oncoming traffic, making 
crossing the road unnecessarily 
hazardous. Thank you for your help, 

James Haylock 
Vice-Chair of Governing Body

There will be a non-uniform day on Friday  5th June, but 
instead of bringing in cash, please ‘bring a bottle.’

The PTFA will set up a collection point during school drop 
off time on Friday 5th June so you can safely hand over 
your contribution. The PTFA have made the following 
suggestions: Wine, Spirits, Beer, Bubble bath, Fizzy 
drinks, Soft drinks, Toiletries, Chutney, Jam, Pickles etc.

Please do not send children to school with donations 
such as alcoholic drinks or anything in glass 
containers - this would present a significant health 
and safety risk to our children and  school. If you are 
sending in alcohol or donations in a glass container 
please bring it in yourself.

Finally...

On the subject of the Summer Fete, If you can help 
out either before, during or after the event please 
give your contact information to the School Office 
and they will pass this on to the PTFA. 

The Halstead Bake Off!
As part of the Summer Fete on Saturday 13th June the PTFA 
are holding a Bake Off! Everyone can enter as many times as 
they like and all proceeds will be split 50:50 between the PTFA 
and the Willow Foundation. The Bake Off is a fun event open to 
everyone so please get involved, and spread the word! Here are 
the details:
Categories
Cupcakes 
Tray bake  
Cake With Layers 
Infants (any bake) 
Juniors (any bake)

Rules
Any kind of bake within categories. 
Minimum 4 cup cakes or 6 tray bake pieces 
required. You can enter as many times as you like in as 
many categories!

Price Per Entry: £1.50p adult & 50p child – Pay on the Day 
50% will be donated to The Willow Foundation
Drop Off 10am-12.30pm & Winner announced at 1.30pm 

There is no need to register in advance, just turn up on the day.
Cakes to be sold afterwards if donated with, again, 50% going 
to The Willow Foundation.


