
Although there are occasions when work ‘in 
class’ can contribute to the newsletter our 
curriculum time is in such demand that this is not 
always possible. If your children would like to 
contribute something, please encourage them to 
email content, ideas or articles to me at: 
head@htpshalstead.com. I may not be able to 
include all material, but I will certainly consider 
everything that has been sent in. Writing for the 
newsletter gives children a purpose and 
audience for their writing and it’s great practice 

We are also looking for contributions for our new 
School Prayer Book. Just before we broke up for 
Christmas, our Prayer Book went missing. The 
Prayer contains a selection of prayers, many of 
them written by former pupils of Holy Trinity 
nearly a decade ago! Whilst we have managed 
to salvage some of the old prayers that were 
written by ex-pupils (many of whom have now 
left secondary school!), it would be great if we 
could have some simple prayers written by our 
current pupils. Again, contributions can be sent 
to me via email (by using their Tabecat email 
accounts), or dropped in at my office. 

In the near future I will be resuming some 
teaching duties with The Hedgehogs when Mrs 
King starts her maternity leave. I will be teaching 
on Thursdays and Fridays so my availability may 
be restricted. As always however, if you have 
any queries or worries, please do not hesitate to 
speak to the School Office and they will always 
try and help. 

I hope that your children have enjoyed the first 
two weeks of term, have a great weekend!

Jon Smith (Headteacher) 
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School Events and Diary Dates
Back to School   5 January 2015
PTFA Quiz Night 7 February 2015
End of 1st Half Term 13 February 2015
School Closed (Non Pupil Day) 13 March 2015
Start of 2nd Half Term 23 February 2015
School Closed (Polling Day) 7 May 2015

Welcome Back! 
I’d like to wish everyone connected with our school 
a Happy New Year! Welcome back to all our 
existing children and families and to all our new 
arrivals who have joined our school this month.

Our school is very near to capacity, we have one or 
two places available in some cohorts, but by and 
large we are full! I am sure that you have read in 
the local press that there is a significant shortage 
of school places in Halstead. Contrary to what you 
may have read or heard, central and local 
government have been well aware of this shortage 
for a number of years. Although authorities have 
been slow to act it looks as though they are now 
beginning to take this issue seriously. 

The problem I face as Headteacher is that for the 
last two years we have only been able to offer 
places to half of the families who want to come to 
Holy Trinity. In 2014 we had 61 first choice 
applicants, and once sibling places had been 
allocated there were only 13 places available to 
new families. I think the same situation is likely for 
September 2015 applicants. 

At the moment it looks as though a new school 
(which, in line with the current Government’s 
policies must be an Academy or Free School) will 
be built somewhere in Halstead. I am being 
consulted later in January and when I know more 
you will be the next to know. The authorities do 
need to hurry up though, because there is a 
significant problem brewing in Halstead. 

I would like to remind families that I would like to 
see our children contributing articles to the school 
newsletter. 
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The next PTFA Extravaganza is rapidly 
approaching - Quiz Night. 

For those of you who don’t know, it is 
no ordinary quiz, it’s a quiz with an 
emphasis upon fun! The quiz is 
designed by our very own Mr Handy, 
so you know i t ’s going to be 
something special! 

It costs £2.50 per player to enter and 
the competition involves teams of 6 
players. If you cannot put together a 
complete team don’t worry, get a 
ticket, come along and we will find 
you a place! 

Non Pupil Day - 13th March 2015
We have been offered a rare opportunity to work 
directly with the psychology faculty at Portsmouth 
University in order to help our teachers develop 
strategies that will enable our children to become more 
resilient and effective learners. This is known as 
developing a ‘Growth Mindset’ and it is one of the key 
aims of our School Development Plan. 

In order to work on this project a team of psychologists 
from Portsmouth University will be visiting Essex and 
we will be closing the school on Friday 13th March 2015 
for a non-pupil day. The school will re-open as usual, on 
Monday 16th March 2015. 

If you are interested in learning a little more about 
“Growth Mindset” there are lots of online resources:

http://www.mindsetonline.com/index.html 

http://www.mindsetworks.com/

Please Park With Care
It has come to our 
attention that some 
Parents/Carers are 
ignoring signs and 
parking on the zig-
zag lines outside the 
main entrance to the 
school. 

These l ines are there to protect 
pedestrians and, in particular, our 
children. Cars parked in these areas 
increase the likelihood of an accident 
significantly - please do not do it. 

The local Police have been notified and 
they have promised to increase patrols on 
Beridge Road. I am sure that no one in 
our community wants to see a tragic 
accident. 
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