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School Events and Diary Dates
End of 1st Half Term Thursday 21 May
School Closed (Non Pupil Day) Friday 22 May
School Closed (Non Pupil Day) Monday 1 June 
Back to School Tuesday 2 June
Non Uniform Day (Bring a Bottle) Friday 5 June
Summer Fete Saturday 13 June
Sports Day (Foundation Stage) Tuesday 7 July
Sports Day (Key Stage Two) Wednesday 8 July
Sports Day (Key Stage One) Friday 10 July
No Celebration Assembly Friday 10 July

For the entire week we have been engaged 
in a whole host of Scientific activities! Miss 
Todd has organised some fabulous 
learning experiences for our children who, 
throughout the week, have worked together 
in mixed age groups. Keep checking the 
school website for updates!

Attendance Matters
I was astonished (happily!) to see that 77 children achieved 100% 
attendance for the Spring Term 2015 - this is an incredible 
improvement. Regular school attendance is extremely important 
and can make a massive difference to a child and their learning 
progress. 

I would also like to reiterate to Parents/Carers that registers 
always close at 9.20am (this is a policy imposed by Essex County 
Council). If a child arrives in school anytime after 9.20am this will 
go down on registers as an absence. This will count against a 
childʼs record and would prevent them from achieving 100% 
attendance. We cannot make any exceptions to this rule.

Thank you for your support and co-operation, good attendance 
can only be achieved through partnership with parents and the 
data shows we are on the right track! 

New Arrivals!
We are delighted to announce 
the arrival of Mrs Gladen and 
Mrs Nethersole’s babies!

Just after the Easter break Mrs Gladen’s family grew 
when she gave birth to Olivia, weighing in at 8lbs 
exactly! Mrs Gladen is doing really well and she 
reports that her younger daughter Isabella is really 
enjoying being a big sister!

Last week Mrs Nethersole called into school with her 
new baby boy, Lucas. Lucas was born on 23rd April, 
weighing 7lb 11oz; they were both fabulous and 
enjoying their time together! 

Non-Pupil Days 2015
We can now confirm that 3rd and 4th 
September 2015 will be non-pupil days. 

There will be three further non-pupil days 
added to the calender, but these will be 
confirmed before the end of term.

Get baking ready for the 
Halstead Bake Off! 

It’s easy to enter, just  
bring your entries in on the 
day of the Summer Fete!



PTFA Information and Notices
There will be a non-uniform day on Friday  5th June, but instead of 
bringing in cash, please ‘bring a bottle.’ The PTFA will set up a collection 
point during school drop off time on Friday 5th June so you can safely 
hand over your contribution. The PTFA have made the following 
suggestions: Wine, Spirits, Beer, Bubble bath, Fizzy drinks, Soft drinks, 
Toiletries, Chutney, Jam, Pickles etc.

Please do not send children to school with donations such as 
alcoholic drinks or anything in glass containers - this would 
present a significant health and safety risk to our children and  
school. If you are sending in alcohol or donations in a glass 
container please bring it in yourself.

On the subject of the Summer Fete, If you can help out either 
before, during or after the event please give your contact 
information to the School Office and they will pass this on to the 
PTFA. 

Please Note:

No Celebration 
Assembly
Friday 10th July

Please Note:
Due to half term and non pupil days, Holy Trinity 

Primary School closes at the end of the school day 
on Thursday 21 May, re-opening on Tuesday 2 June. 

I must point out from the outset that I would 
never tell you or your families what you 
should or should not do, but I have a duty 
to make you aware of potential risks when I 
see them.  

I would really appreciate it if you could talk 
to your children about their behaviour 
online and, if necessary, monitor their 
interaction with others to ensure that they 
are not exposed to inappropriate language, 
topics and behaviour.  

It is a great pity that such vigilance is 
necessary, but the online world is still in its 
infancy and we are all, to some extent, 
learning how to safely manage our online 
environment.  

Mr Handy and Mrs Hood are both CEOP 
trained (Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection) so if you have any further 
questions please do not hesitate to contact 
us. 

Best wishes 

Jon Smith 
Headteacher

I feel compelled to highlight some concerns I have regarding E-
Safety and children’s online activity outside school.  

It transpires that some pupils are playing online games at home 
with their classmates. Of course this is fine, but we must be 
aware of the potential implications of these games.  

Evidence shows that children are at most risk when they are 
playing games through the Xbox Live and Playstation Network 
platforms and they ‘befriend’ gamers who are essentially 
unknown to them. Many of these games allow online verbal 
communication through headsets. As the headsets are 
connected the supervising adults cannot hear the background 
‘chatter’ and as a parent, having seen and heard this for myself, 
I know that sometimes this ‘chatter’ can be very inappropriate. In 
addition, we know from the children that they are not just 
chatting with classmates are often communicating regularly with 
strangers. It would seem that some of the games children are 
playing are not always officially age appropriate which can mean 
that the people they are ‘chatting’ with could be considerably 
older – although probably quite innocent this is a way in which 
children are often targeted for possible exploitation. This is 
something the children have been learning about in ‘e-safety’ 
lessons with Mr Handy, but we cannot monitor children’s online 
behaviour outside school.  


