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School Events and Dates!!
PTFA Quiz Night! !  ! 1 February!
Fire Brigade Visit Y1/2! ! 11 February

! ! ! The latest Sumdog National 
Contest is up and running today! The contest 
runs from 31st January - 6th February.!!
Some children and parents have approached me 
because they are confused about the scoring 
system. In order for our school to have the best 
possible chance of scoring well in the National 
Contests it would be great if children could try and 
answer 1000 questions each! I know that this 
seems like a lot of questions, but looking at the 
reports from Sumdog it appears that some of you 
are getting close to that figure but not quite 
completing their allocation. Schools are then 
ranked on their average score per pupil 
entering the contest. Therefore, if children enter 
and answer just one or two questions and then 
give up, the school average score is reduced 
significantly. Give it your best shot and good luck! !!
Once Sumdog is well and truly up and running 
and we have more children taking part, we will 
bring back the weekly ‘Top Dog Award’ in our 
Celebration Assembly. 

Showing Assemblies!!
Below are the dates for Showing Assemblies 
this term. All showing assemblies start at 
9.05am. If you have a child in the class you 
are invited to come along and see what your 
children have been learning. !!
Mrs Rayner’s Class ! ! 5th Feb !
Mrs Sibley’s Class ! ! 11th Feb!
Miss Todd ! ! ! ! 5th March!
Mrs Nethersole ! ! ! 11th March!
Mrs Gladen & Mrs King! ! 25th March

FAST, Braintree North East!
01787 477350!!

Many families run into difficulties from time-
to-time – it’s part of the stresses and strains 
of modern family life. Perhaps your family 
are experiencing a relationship breakdown, a 
recent bereavement, some problems with 
behaviour, some issues around anxiety or 
self-esteem or confidence...there are many 
pressures we can find ourselves under.!!
We are a team of trained Family Workers, 
able to offer some support to enable you to 
manage some of the stressful situations your 
family may be experiencing. We offer a free, 
confidential “DROP-IN” service each half 
term for parents and carers. We look for 
simple solutions without making judgements 
and without jumping through hoops!!!
Jane Halls, Family Support Worker will be 
available at school for you to talk to on 11th 
February, 2014, from 2.15pm at Holy 
Trinity Primary School, Halstead!!
If you would like to talk to a member of the 
FAST Team please call on: 01787 477350!!

FAST, Braintree North East

http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com
http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com


Dear Parents/Carers !
I would like to remind you of our  
emergency procedures in the event  
of bad weather.  !
In the event of a severe snowfall for example, due to the fact 
that most of our teaching staff live outside the local area, the 
school could be forced to temporarily close. Any closure would 
be reported through BBC Radio Essex and www.bbc.co.uk/
essex. Of course, as soon as the school is ready to re-open in 
the event of a closure, you will be notified via the same source. 
I know that Mr Handy will also make sure that the text alert 
system (see below) and school website is regularly updated 
with up-to-the-minute information: www.holytrinityhalstead.com. !
The severity of the weather is not always the factor that 
determines whether we close or not, it is often the impact the 
weather has upon our travel systems and safety in and around 
the school grounds. Last year we were forced to close largely 
due to the treacherous roads and condition of the footpaths 
around the school. We have large stores of salt and grit, which 
will be used to anticipate snowfall, but if we have a moderate to 
heavy fall of snow gritting is largely ineffective (as you can often 
see by the condition of our roads).  !
I will always try to make a decision as early as possible to 
enable you to plan and make childcare arrangements – but due 
to the unpredictable nature of our weather I cannot always do 
this.  !
I apologise in advance if the weather results in disruption but I 
will only close our school as a last resort, however my priority at 
all times must remain the safety of our children, parents and 
staff. !
Jon Smith (Headteacher) 

*This service is provided via Twitter and is free apart from the initial text message 
to subscribe, and again if you wish to unsubscribe. The two texts are charged at 
your usual network rate. All texts you receive are free. 

Text Updates - Don’t miss a thing!!!
By subscribing to our Twitter feed you will receive regular updates on 
your mobile device. These updates will notify you of updates to the 
school website and provide you with up to the minute information 
about what’s going on at Holy Trinity, you’ll even be reminded what’s 
on the school dinner menu! It’s particularly useful for trips and visits 
and when something happens at Holy Trinity you’ll be the first to 
know! !!
Other than the two initial texts to set up the link, the service is free!

Theme Dinners Days!!
The next School Dinner ‘Theme 
Day’ will be on Tuesday 11th 
February when Mrs Gladen and 
Mrs King’s Class will be deciding 
what’s on the menu!!!
If you have a child in Mrs Gladen 
and Mrs King’s Class you can 
come along too, as long as you 
book a dinner in advance 
through the School Office. !!
The Theme Dinner for March will 
be decided by the Paddington 
Bears Class (25.03.14). 

Well done to everyone who took 
part in the ‘Young Voices’ Concert 
at the O2 Arena on Tuesday 
evening. !!
It was a long day, but our 
teachers report that the Choir 
performed brilliantly and had an 
excellent time. Special thanks go 
to Mrs Ridgwell and Mrs Rayner 
who organised the trip and the 
parent and staff volunteers who 
gave up their time to make sure 
that the Choir had a great day! 


