
             School Newsletter                     4th June 2015

School Events and Diary Dates
Non Uniform Day (Bring a Bottle) Friday 5 June
Class Photographs Monday 9 June
Summer Fete Saturday 13 June
Sports Day (Foundation Stage) Tuesday 7 July
Sports Day (Key Stage Two) Wednesday 8 July
Sports Day (Key Stage One) Friday 10 July
No Celebration Assembly Friday 10 July

Reminder:

Non-Uniform 
Day Tomorrow
Bring a Bottle!

The Halstead Bake Off!
As part of the Summer Fete on Saturday 13th June the PTFA are 
holding a Bake Off! Everyone can enter as many times as they 
like and all proceeds will be split 50:50 between the PTFA and 
the Willow Foundation. The Bake Off is a fun event open to 
everyone so please get involved, and spread the word! Here are 
the details:
Categories
Cupcakes 
Tray bake  
Cake With Layers 
Infants (any bake) 
Juniors (any bake)

Rules
Any kind of bake within categories. 
Minimum 4 cup cakes or 6 tray bake pieces required. You can 
enter as many times as you like in as many categories!

Price Per Entry: £1.50p adult & 50p child – Pay on the Day 
50% will be donated to The Willow Foundation
Drop Off 10am-12.30pm & Winner announced at 1.30pm 

There is no need to register in advance, just turn up on the day.
Cakes to be sold afterwards if donated with, again, 50% going to 
The Willow Foundation.

Help Needed
The PTFA are still looking for some volunteers to help next 
Saturday (13th June) at the Summer Fete.

We need one or two volunteers to run stalls such as the 
coconut shy, hook a duck and sweet tombola, and we would 
also appreciate some help setting up and clearing away. If you 
can help please speak to the School Office and they will put you 
in touch with someone from the PTFA. 

Thanks to Mr Handy’s hard work 
Sumdog is up and running again! 

We have been entered into the 
Essex Sumdog Contest, starting 
at 8.00am on Friday 12th June.

In order to qualify at least 10 
students must take part in the 
contest, so please have a go!

 * Collecting for PTFA Bottle Tombola



PTFA Information and Notices
There will be a non-uniform day on Friday 5th June, but instead of 
bringing in cash, please ‘bring a bottle.’ The PTFA will set up a collection 
point during school drop off time on Friday 5th June so you can safely 
hand over your contribution. The PTFA have made the following 
suggestions: Wine, Spirits, Beer, Bubble bath, Fizzy drinks, Soft drinks, 
Toiletries, Chutney, Jam, Pickles etc.

Please do not send children to school with donations such as 
alcoholic drinks or anything in glass containers - this would 
present a significant health and safety risk to our children and  
school. If you are sending in alcohol or donations in a glass 
container please bring it in yourself.

On the subject of the Summer Fete, If you can help out either 
before, during or after the event please give your contact 
information to the School Office and they will pass this on to the 
PTFA. 

Please Note:

No Celebration 
Assembly
Friday 10th July

School Photos (Class)
Monday 8th June (am)

Please ensure that your children are wearing the appropriate 
school uniform. Please note: If children are late on Monday we will 
be unable to guarantee their inclusion in the class photograph. 

Changes to School Attendance
The Department of Education, through OFSTED and the local 
authority, monitors schools, their children, and their attendance. 

The focus for attendance has shifted, the spotlight is now on children 
who are classed as persistently absent.  

From 1 September 2015, the Government is reducing the threshold 
from 15% to 10%.  This will now class a student with attendance 
below 90% as a persistent absentee, compared with the previous 
figure of 85%, regardless of whether the school has authorised or 
unauthorised the absence.  This equates to 38 sessions or 19 days of 
absence across the year.

Schools are no longer judged solely on their overall attendance 
figures but also on the number of students who fall into the persistent 
absence category. I understand that this is a very cold and 
uncompromising change because, through no fault of their own, 
children can become ill. I am afraid that it appears that the 
Government and their teams of statisticians do not consider these 
issues when they change their policies! 

I would also like to remind you that the law does not give any 
entitlement to parents to remove their child from school during term-
time for the purpose of a holiday. I can only grant leave of absence 
where an application has been made in advance and if there are 
exceptional circumstances relating to the application.

Bottles Back 
In Stock!

We are delighted to inform 
you that the Sports Bottles 
are back in stock. 

The bottles have a 500ml 
capacity and can be labelled 
with your child’s name. They 
sell for £1.00 and you can 
also get replacement caps 
for 30p (in stock now), again 
from the school office. 

I would like to stress that we 
do not make any financial 
profit on these items; they 
are sold to you at cost price. 
As a school we real ly 
believe in the benefits of 
drinking plenty of water and 
encourage children to bring 
in their own water bottle and 
keep drinking, not just in the 
summer, but all year round! 


