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E-Safety Outside School!
In Wednesdays’ newsletter I wrote about some E-Safety issues that have come to my attention, particularly 
regarding children’s access to instant messaging applications such as Instagram, What’s App and Snap 
Chat. !

This week I have spent some time talking to our older children about the way in which they use mobile 
phones; most of which through 3g or wifi, have access to the Internet and a variety of social network 
applications. Three main issues emerged:!

Firstly, it is clear that the vast majority of 9-11 year olds have a mobile phone that they use without a great 
deal of supervision. Secondly, a significant number of children have established ‘friendships’ (by confirming 
them as a friend on their social networks) with people who they do not know and cannot identify. This is, 
potentially, putting children in vulnerable situations. Finally, I have also discovered from talking to children 
that some of them have been recorded (on video by friends), and that some of these videos (as far as I 
can gather the content is completely innocent and not inappropriate in anyway) have been distributed to 
‘friendship groups’ via social networking. !

I can understand that some Parents/Carers may feel that I am interfering and may consider that what 
children do in their own time, outside school, is none of my business. However, I would like Parents/Carers 
to take some time to watch the video below. It is produced by CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection) and it highlights the potential dangers when we fail to pay attention to E-Safety issues.!

At school we can manage and monitor children’s E-Safety very effectively though our filtering and reporting 
systems. However, by and large, the devices and applications that children use outside school do not have 
these ‘fail safe’ features and require the user to exercise significant caution. As Parents we know that 
children, by their very nature, sometimes find it very difficult to exercise caution; this is especially true 
when their friends have Facebook (or similar) accounts and actively take part in social networking. !

At the start of every half term Mr Handy begins each unit of work with an E-Safety session, but as an 
immediate response to this issue I have asked him to once again discuss these issues in Computing 
lessons whilst it is fresh in everyone’s mind  (particularly with children in Key Stage Two). As OFSTED 
pointed out, we have excellent provision for E-Safety at Holy Trinity. I shudder to think how a school 
without our resources, knowledge and expertise are managing such issues and keeping their children safe.!

Furthermore, in the Summer Term, we will be hosting an E-Safety Presentation specifically designed to 
support Parents and Carers sustain a safe computing environment at home. This was already part of our 
Computing Action Plan and we are confident that it will reinforce the E-Safety messages we have given 
children and provide parents with practical, common sense advice. !

Best wishes!

Jon Smith (Headteacher)

CORRECTION!!
In last weeks’ newsletter I made some mistakes 
regarding the dates for Class Showing Assemblies.!
Please see the School Events and Dates section 
for the correct information. Please accept my 
apologies for this oversight.  !

J.Smith (Headteacher)

Jane Halls, a Family Support Worker from FAST, will be 
available at school for you to talk to on 11th February, 
2014, from 2.15pm.  !!
Alternatively, if you would like to talk to a member of the 
FAST Team about a personal issue (problems at home, 
relationships, worries, behaviour, bereavement etc.) 
please call on: 01787 477350
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Academic !
Awards!!

This week Katie Rose (Year 2) received an Orange WOW Badge (academic progress and 
achievement) for her outstanding achievement and progress in spelling. In all her spelling tests 
Katie has a 100% record and has never spelt a single word incorrectly. !!
Mrs Gladen and Mrs King have nominated Kaiden Kilany for a ‘Reading Achievement’ badge. 
Kaiden is an excellent reader and he has made incredible progress since September; well done 
Kaiden! !!
Miss Presland and Mrs Day have nominated Oliver Coppen (Year 1) and Kellum Dean (Year 2) for 
a ‘Writing Achievement’ badge. Oliver has showed that he has a brilliant imagination and this is 
reflected in his writing. Oliver is also extremely hard-working and always gives 100% effort to every 
task. Kellum has made stunning progress and he is always the first to contribute ideas towards 
classwork. This year Kellum has worked very hard on developing the accuracy, presentation and 
content of his work and richly deserves this award for all the effort he has put into his writing. !!
In Mrs Sibley’s Class, Stephanie Thomson (Year 6) has been recognised for her remarkable 
progress in Maths - this week she received a ‘Maths Achievement’ badge. Stephanie has been 
doing additional work, at home, by choice, in order to improve her mathematical skills. She never 
stops working and as a result she is reaping the benefits of her hard work. Billy Jamieson (Year 5) 
and Nat Taylor (Year 6) have been nominated for their achievement and progress in writing. Billy 
receives the ‘Writing’ badge for the way in which he has improved the quality, content and 
presentation of his writing. Nat has a wonderfully imaginative and sensitive approach to writing, and 
this year he has made a huge effort to develop his skills even further. Nat can always be relied 
upon to produce stylish work that reflects his skills and ability. Finally in Mrs Sibley’s Class, 
Benjamin Fancy receives the ‘Reading Achievement’ badge as a reward for his continued effort and 
commitment to reading. Benjamin is an avid reader and he diligently keeps his reading diary up to 
date and reads independently at home. 

School Events and Dates!!
Fire Brigade Visit Y1/2! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 11 February!
Miss Todd’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 5 March!
Mrs Nethersole’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 11 March!
Mrs Sibley’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! ! ! 18 March!
Mrs Gladen and Mrs King’s Showing Assembly, 9.00am, School Hall  ! ! 25 March!
Paddington Bears Theme Lunch! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 25 March

We would like remind everyone to take 
advantage of our Bug Club membership where 
you can access digital books at home. !!
If you need some new books please let your 
classteacher know and they can add texts to 
your virtual book bag! !!
Remember that the school id is mq9r and the log-
in details are identical to the Tabecat username and 
password.     

Welly Appeal!!
If you have any wellies 
that your children have 
outgrown, we would love 
to have them in school. 
We particularly need them 
in sizes 9-11. !!
If you have any spare 
wellies please drop them 
into the School Office.


