
School Events and Diary Dates
! ! ! !
World Book Day ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 1st March
Bedtime Story Evening (5.45pm, in School Hall)! ! ! ! ! 1st March
Spring Term Progress Reports (provisional)!! ! ! ! ! 12th March
Happy Puzzle Day ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 14th March
Parent Consultation Evening (1) 3.30pm to 6.00pm!! ! ! ! 19th March
Foundation Class Trip to Cressing Temple Barn! ! ! ! ! 21st March
Parent Consultation Evening (2) 3.30pm to 6.00pm!! ! ! ! 22nd March
High 5 Netball Festival! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 29th March
Easter Musical Egg-stravaganza! ! ! ! ! ! ! 29th March

Holy Trinity Primary School
Beridge Road, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1JH Tel: 01787 472096

School Newsletter
www.holytrinityhalstead.com                                

24th February 2012

World Book Day 2012
At Holy  Trinity  we are celebrating World Book Day  in a number of ways. 
Throughout the school day  our teachers will be sharing some of their favourite 
childrenʼs books with their classes. There will also be another World Book Day 
Quiz for pupils and their families. The emphasis will be upon fun and there will 
be some prizes up for grabs! 

In the evening we will be repeating last yearʼs incredibly  successful Bedtime 
Story  Evening. Pupils, parents/carers and siblings are welcome to come back 
into school at 5.45pm in their pyjamas, dressing gowns & slippers for bedtime 
stories, hot chocolate and a biscuit. The event will be in the hall and we are 
aiming to finish by 6.45pm – just in time for bed!

At the Bedtime Story Evening we will be holding a Booksale. On sale for as 
little as 10p will be books that have been donated, or are no longer needed in 
the school library. If you have any  books that you no longer want please bring 
them in and donate them to the stall. 

We are expecting delivery  of the World Book Day  £1.00 tokens very  soon. This 
year there are 8 different books that can be bought for just £1.00. Go to 
www.worldbookday.com/books to find out about the great titles on offer. 
According to the website these special £1.00 books can be purchased from 
selected branches of Waterstones, WH Smith and Tesco stores. 

Last yearʼs World Book Day  was a great success, and we hope that you will 
join us again this year. 
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On March 14th we will be holding a Puzzle 
Challenge Day hosted by  the Happy 
Puzzle Company. All our children will be 
involved, and throughout the day they  will 
engage in a range of challenges and 
puzzles.

The Motivation Lottery
You may  have heard your children talking about our school 
ʻmotivation lotteryʼ – when we see children clearly  working 
hard, giving every  task their best effort, they are issued with 
a lottery  ticket. The lottery  tickets will then go forward to a 
ʻClass Lotteryʼ  on Thursday afternoon. Each teacher will 
draw the lottery  and the owner of the winning ticket will 
receive a small gift. 

It doesnʼt end there…All the tickets will then go into a whole 
school draw on Friday  morning during our celebration 
assembly. One ticket will be drawn and the owner of the 
ticket will then be able to select a special prize. 

Some children may receive more than one ticket, the more 
tickets children earn, the better their chance of their ticket 
being selected. The response from our children has been 
amazing. The Bronze, Silver and Gold certificate system 
works well, but children reported to us that it takes a long 
time to earn these certificates. Most importantly, our 
children seem to enjoy  the Motivation Lottery  because they 
can receive almost instant gratification and the impact in 
our classrooms has been incredible...our polite, sensible 
and well behaved children are working harder than ever 
before. 

News in Brief
Thanks to everyone who supported ERIC 
and our Theme Day School Dinner this 
week. Itʼs lovely  to see so many  friends 
and parents in school during school time. 

We hope to see many  of you again next 
week when we celebrate World Book Day 
with a Bedtime Story  evening (see front 
page) in our school hall. 

Welcome back, I hope that you all had an enjoyable 
half term break. 

This term, I am delighted to say  that I have returned to 
the classroom! Whilst we await the return of Mrs 
Gladen from maternity  leave, I will be teaching Class 6 
on Mondays and Tuesdays for the remainder of the 
Spring Term. Although this will not effect the smooth 
running of the school, it will mean that I will not always 
be available for appointments and meetings with 
Parents and Carers at short notice. I am really 
enjoying teaching Class 6, they have been incredibly 
kind to me and have made me feel very  welcome in 
their classroom. 

We are currently  in the process of putting the finishing 
touches to the 2012 Spring Term Progress Reports. 
We are planning for these reports to be published on 
March 12th. In addition, we are holding our Spring 
Term Parent Consultation evenings on Monday  19th 
March and Thursday 22nd March (3.30pm to 6.00pm). 
The progress reports will form the basis of the 
consultation and we would ask Parents to pay 
particular attention to the curricular targets that our 
teachers have set. These targets have been selected 
to try  and help  your children make ʻthe next stepʼ in 
their learning. 

I think it is fair to say  that 2012 is going to be an 
exciting year; we are planning a number of 
events in school to reflect whatʼs happening 
around the world, so look out for more 
information about:

National School Sports Week
A week of School Sport, Sports Days and 
competitions to get us ready  for the London 
Olympic Games!

Holy Trinity History Week 
A week of English history  to mark the Queenʼs  
Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

Our focus at Holy  Trinity  remains upon 
enjoyment. Although we have a very  clear 
desire to raise standards, we also want children 
to enjoy  their learning by making school 
interesting, inspiring and full of experiences that 
they wonʼt forget in a hurry!

Enjoy your weekend, best wishes

Jon Smith
Headteacher


