
School Events and Diary Dates
! ! ! !
ERIC - Everybody Reading in Class!! ! ! ! ! ! 21st February
School Dinner Theme Day (Class 8)!! ! ! ! ! ! 21st February
Happy Puzzle Day ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 14th March
Foundation Class Trip to Cressing Temple Barn (letters to follow)! ! ! 21st March
High 5 Netball Festival! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 29th March
Easter Musical Egg-stravaganza! ! ! ! ! ! ! 29th March
End of Spring Term! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 30th March 
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Menu
Soldiers in a Trench (Toad in the Hole)

Mashed potato with mixed vegetables or
Baked beans

Gravy

Followed by:
Selection of sweet pancakes with 

lemon, sugar, golden syrup or 
ice cream and chocolate sauce

Childrenʼs meals: £2.00 each
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Our next School Dinner Theme Day  is the first 
Tuesday back after the half term break 
(Tuesday 21st February). The theme is World 
War II and Shrove Tuesday. Weʼre expecting a 
rush so please book your meals as early as 
possible! See menu below:

Old CDʼs/DVDʼs Wanted
Mr Wiskin is collecting unwanted CDʼs and 
DVDʼs (not  to try and improve his personal 
collection of dodgy music, see below!) to 
raise money to buy a new football kit. 

Music Magpie have a special offer for schools. If we 
can collect 350 CDʼs and DVDʼs they will give us a 
brand new football kit. We have already managed to 
collect 52. If you can help  our collection please drop 
them in at the school office. 

PTFA Quiz
Thank you to everyone who came along to the 
PTFA Quiz last week, despite the  snow! 
Everyone had a good laugh and raised over 
£265.00 for the PTFA funds.

Special thanks must also go to Mr Handy for 
organising another great night! 
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ERIC - Tuesday 21st February
We would love you to come along to our next ERIC morning 
(everybody  reading in class) Tuesday 21st February, from 
9.00am - 9.25am. ʻERICʼ mornings encourages family  reading 
and please remember that you are welcome to bring younger 
siblings along as well...

Old Wellies and Socks
wanted please!

Do you have any wellies and socks 
that your children have outgrown? 
If you do and would like to see 
them being put to use please drop 
them into Miss Presland or Miss 
Pegram. 

Outdoor play  is an integral part of 
the Foundation Stage Curriculum 
and we are lucky  that we can use 
the smal l Foundation Stage 
playground in nearly  all weather 
conditions due to the special safety 
surfacing. 

Donʼt worry about their 
condition, as long as
they donʼt leak weʼd 
love to have them!

On March 14th we will be holding a Puzzle Challenge Day 
hosted by the Happy Puzzle Company. All our children will 
be involved, and throughout the day they will engage in a 
range of challenges and puzzles. All the activities will be 
age appropriate and will link to a variety of areas across the 
curriculum, but especially maths. 

For more information on the Happy Puzzle Company and 
their excellent products you can visit their website 
www.happypuzzle.co.uk

This week we experienced the heaviest snowfall I 
have seen since moving to Essex in 2005. 

It is never an easy decision to close, but when 
making this decision I have to consider a number 
of factors such as safety on the school premises, 
travel to and from school and whether we have 
sufficient staff and services to operate safely in 
conditions that are clearly far from ‘the norm’. 

I recognise and understand that some parents may 
have found their working schedules disrupted by 
the closure, for this I apologise, but I have no doubt 
whatsoever that it would have been unsafe to open 
the school. One or two days of school closure has 
implications and causes frustration, but a serious 
accident that could have essentially been avoided 
would be a tragedy for the whole community. 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank Phil Randall, our Site Manager, who despite 
the weather and challenging conditions has worked 
tirelessly clearing paths and keeping the school in 
a safe condition – his work is often unseen but 
invaluable to our school. 

Once again, please accept my apologies for our 
closure; it was a difficult decision to make, but one 
that was made with the very best interests of our 
children in mind. 

Also this week our children in Key Stage Two spent 
the day at the Imperial War museum at Duxford. 
Duxford was a great place to visit this term as it 
links so well with their learning theme - World War 
Two. 

Over the last two years we have tried to have one 
curriculum trip per term. Curriculum trips really 
inspire the children and give them an added 
dimension to their learning. I am conscious 
however that trips and visits do have financial 
implications for families; especially if  you have 
more than one child at school. 

All our curriculum trips are subsidised through the 
school budget. In most cases by approximately 
50% - this usually means that your voluntary 
contribution is kept to an absolute minimum. 

If you find that you cannot afford to contribute 
towards a trip or visit please tell me because there 
are often ways we can help. It also goes without 
saying that any request for help is treated in the 
strictest confidence. So, if  you have a problem, 
please come and see us, we are here to help.

Have a good half term, keep warm, we’ll see you 
after half term.

Jon Smith (Headteacher) 
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