
 Newsletter 5th September 2018

DATES FROM HTPS.CH/CALENDAR
You can also see all these dates via the FREE school app.

05.10.18 - PTFA Autumn Disco
11.10.18 - PTFA AGM - 7.30pm
22-26.10.18 - Half Term
19.12.18 - End of Autumn Term
03.01.19 - INSET Day
23.04.19 - INSET Day
03.06.19 - INSET Day
24.07.19 - INSET Day
Dates for Harvest Festival, Parents Evenings, Christmas 
Performance etc. will be added to the website and 
newsletter over the coming week.

Welcome Back!

Welcome back to a new school year. We hope 
that you are all in good health and have had a 
restful and relaxing summer. 

Over the holidays there have been lots of 
exciting changes at Holy Trinity. With a new 
term we are welcoming  two new teachers and 
thirty new children into Giraffe Class. - we 
look forward to getting to know you all. 

At the end of last term I was delighted to 
accept the position of Acting Headteacher for 
another school year. I look forward to 
continuing to work alongside all the wonderful 
children, parents and staff at Holy Trinity. 

Miss Todd 

New Library!

One of the biggest changes this summer is that our 
library has moved - our new and improved library is 
now in the classroom where Mrs Day taught last year - 
next to Giraffe Class this year. 

The original windows have been revealed and we have 
a new light and airy space to use. The library will be 
up and running in the first few weeks of term and all 
children across the school will have the opportunity to 
take out books to enjoy at school & home. 

Old Library!

Once the library had been moved we had a blank space to use and 
have decided to dedicate it to the well-being of our children. Schools 
all over the country are finding that more and more children are 
struggling to keep mentally fit and well to cope with the stresses of 
their lives. 

This space will give all the children in school opportunities to be 
mindful, to learn about ways in which they can look after their mental 
health and to give them a time and a space to reflect. Once the school 
year is in full swing, classes and groups will be visiting “The Pickford 
Room” named in honour of our outgoing Chair of Governors who gave 
so much to the school over her 14 years with us. 

As part of our campaign for better mental health across the school we 
challenged the children to come up with a design for Mattmouse - our 
offline well-being mascot to work with Tabecat, our online e-safety 
mascot. We have been inundated with suggestions - thank you! We 
have looked through them all over the holiday and now, as he did with 
Tabecat, Mr. Handy will use the design ideas to create the final 
version of Mattmouse that will appear around school! 



Wall & School Access
Unfortunately the area outside the Toucan Class has had to be 
cordoned off. At the moment the masonry on the outside of the 
building is unsafe and until it is fixed we are unable to use the 
bottom gate and the far end of the playground. Whilst this may be 
inconvenient it is much better to be safe than sorry.
We are working with the County Council to have repairs made 
swiftly but until that is done all pedestrians will need to use the 
gate by the office. Please make sure that children stay away from 
the cordon.  
Toucan Class will enter the school in the morning through Gecko 
Class cloakroom and will be collected from the hall until the 
problem is resolved.

Memorial Garden
As many of you will have already seen, our 
Memorial Garden has been given some much 
needed time and care over the summer. The 
garden was created in honour of Mrs Weavers, a 
member of staff who sadly died in 2012. 
This summer her friends and family have spent the 
holidays renovating the garden so that the children 
of Holy Trinity can continue to enjoy it in her 
memory. This is particularly poignant as this year, 
Mrs Weaver’s grandchildren join us as pupils. We 
would like to thank all of the volunteers who 
contributed to making the garden a wonderful 
space for us to enjoy. 

Online Payments
Over the course of the year we will be introducing online payments 
for school trips and for dinner money meaning you will no longer 
have to carry cash to make school dinner payments 
The system we will be using will be familiar to those of you with 
siblings at the Ramsey Academy- this will be rolled out during the 
Autumn term. 
We will continue to take payments as usual. 
Online payments are coming….. 

Download our FREE app from the Google & iOS App
Stores to get messages from school sent directly to your

phone. Full details, and links to our social media sites
& calendar, can be found by visiting htps.ch/ool or

search ‘Holy Trinity Halstead’ in your app store. 

The PTFA AGM will take place on Thursday 11th October at 7.30pm 
in school. The AGM is an opportunity for all parents to find out 
what the PTFA has achieved in the past year, and their plans for the 
next. You can also volunteer to help out and offer ideas too!
All welcome, drinks & nibbles provided.   htps.ch/ptfaAUTUMN DISCO 05.10.18

Home-School Communications
As we start a new school year, a reminder of how we communicate 
to you what’s going on at school…
Website - www.holytrinityhalstead.com The website contains a 
wealth of information about the school including menus, the 
calendar, online payments, photos, news of what’s going on in our 
classrooms, children’s work, policies and much more!
App - htps.ch/ool or search Holy Trinity Halstead in your app 
store. Our free app contains links to key information and news on 
our website, but more importantly we can use it to push 
notifications & reminders to your mobile device  about day-to-day 
events. (Don’t forget to update your alert channels as your 
children move up to a new year group!)
Social Media - facebook.com/holytrinityhalstead & 
twitter.com/htpshalstead We use Facebook & Twitter to signpost 
website news to you, and as a backup to the app. If you need to 
speak to school about something, or have a question, please do so 
in person or use the contact number & email on the front of the 
newsletter rather than leaving a message on social media.
Newsletter These paper newsletters are sent out most weeks, and 
back issues are available to read at htps.ch/newsletter 
In Person Most importantly, we are always happy to speak with 
you about school-related issues.  
If you have any questions about the school website, app or social 
media channels please have a word with Mr. Handy, who will be on 
the playground most mornings before school.

Tapestry

All children starting Reception today or Monday have 
had a Tapestry online journal set up.

Parents, please check your emails (check your junk 
/spam folder too) for an activation email. If you are 
having any problems with this please let Mrs Abbott 
know as soon as possible.

First day at school photos 
will be added on Tapestry! 

Clubs
Forms will go home, and clubs will start, soon.

Crossing Patrol Officer
Today’s temporary Crossing Patrol Officer has been told by ECC 
that he’s not allowed to do it anymore. If you think you could do 
the job, or know someone who might be able to,  please call 
03330 139788. It’s up to us to find someone for the role...

Break Time Snacks
Due to rising costs the price of break time snacks for KS2 children  
will rise to 40p per item from Monday 10th September. The snacks 
still represent incredible value and range from fresh fruit to cakes & 
biscuits via cheese & biscuits and pastries.
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