
 Newsletter 12th October 2018

Dates from htps.ch/calendar

We have set out dates for most events during 
the Autumn Term, and some beyond...
22-26.10.18 - Half Term
31.10.18 - Year 3 Parent Lunch
16.11.18 - Children in Need
27.11.18 - Tree Planting
28.11.18 - Year 4 Parent Lunch
30.11.18 - Rock Steady Concert
07.12.18 - PTFA Christmas Bazaar
12.12.18 - Nativity (Evening)
13.12.18 - Nativity (Afternoon)
TBC - Carol Service
19.12.18 - End of Autumn Term
03.01.19 - INSET Day
23.04.19 - INSET Day
03.06.19 - INSET Day
24.07.19 - INSET Day
You can also see all these dates, and more, via 
the app. (See over)

Half Term already! 
Although it only feels like a few minutes since 
we opened the doors for the first time in 
September we have already been back at 
school for nearly seven weeks. Everywhere I 
look in school I can see the signs of children 
learning, growing in responsibility, and 
moving forwards. Some of these steps are 
small and some much bigger, but each as 
important as the other. 
Well Done for all that you have achieved this 
half term. Have a safe and happy break.
Miss Todd 

Parent Lunches

Starting with Year 3 on October 31st, each year group will be 
choosing elements of the school dinner for that day and inviting 
in parents from home to join them! Lunches are free for KS1 
and £2.20 for KS2. All adult lunches are £2.50 each.
The full timetable for these is on htps.ch/calendar and below:
31.10.18 Y3 28.11.18 Y4
30.1.19 Y5 27.2.19 Reception
27.3.19 Y1 22.5.18 Y2
3.7.19 Y6
Details for each lunch will be sent out nearer the time. We 
hope lots of you can join us on these days for a delicious lunch! 
 

DANCE WITH
‘THE BEAVERS’

Fundraising event for
Mrs Weavers’

Memorial Garden
Saturday 3rd November 

8pm-Midnight
Sible Hedingham

Village Hall
Bring your own

drinks & nibbles.
Tickets £12.50

from Hardy’s Menswear
01787 477222 or text 
Nicky 07710 660100

Payment in advance only.
Raffle etc.

PTFA AGM

The PTFA AGM took place last week and 
it was great to see a mix of old and new 
faces around the table.
New officials were appointed,
Chair - Jen Vincent
Vice-chair - Leanne Cass 
Secretary - Marie Nelson
Treasurer - Zoe Rumsey 
with a number of others on the 
committee. We are also developing a list 
of ‘helpers’ - those of you who would 
like to help out but don’t want to commit 
to meetings etc. If you would like to be 
involved in this way please contact the 
school office, a PTFA member, or visit 
www.holytrinityhalstead.com/ptfa  

The Phonics Song

If you’d like to share the Phonics Song used in 
Giraffe Class with your children the images we 
use are now available on the school website:
www.holytrinityhalstead.com/helpingyourchild 

Winter Clothing

Please remember to send children into school with 
named uniform and PE kit to suit the weather.

COMING SOON! Shop at Amazon & raise £ for the PTFA!

http://htps.ch/calendar
http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/ptfa
http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/helpingyourchild


School App - Important Changes

Due to significant recent changes in the way Apple & Google publish apps we are having to change the way you access 
our app. By the end of term the existing Holy Trinity App you have downloaded will stop working, and so before then 
you will need to download a new app branded as Piota, the company who produce our app. The basic features of the 
app will remain, but they are promising improvements in reliability and general performance.

Here’s what you need to do:
1. Go to your app store, Apple or Google, search ‘Piota’ and download and install the Piota Schools app.
2. On launching the app for the first time type in ‘Holy Trinity’ and our school’s name should appear. In my 

experience it took a moment to appear, but not too long!
3. Select ‘Holy Trinity C of E Primary School’ (there are two Holy Trinitys - ours is ‘C of E’ NOT ‘C.E’ - be careful!) 

and our school’s app will appear. The app will remember your choice so you only need to select Holy Trinity once. 

That’s it! From then on you will have a Piota icon in your apps rather than the Holy Trinity one and alerts will be 
named as from Piota rather than us, but in all other respects the app is the same - albeit with the performance 
improvements we have been promised. 

This is a good time to review the push notifications you have signed up for!

2019 School Admissions

The new secondary school round of 
admissions opened on Wednesday 12th 
September for parents of current Year 
6 children to apply for a secondary 
school (Y7) place for September 2019.
The statutory closing date for 
applications is 31st October 2018.

Applications can be made online via 
www.essex.gov.uk/admissions 
98% of parents in Essex applied online 
last year.
From this year Essex County Council 
are not sending letters to parents about 
making an application and so this, along 
with the website above, will be the only 
notification parents will receive about 
admissions.

Click the 3 lines for the menu. Go to Settings. Go to Channels

Choose the Channels you would 
like to receive push notifications 

from. Here ‘Urgent’, ‘Whole 
School’ & ‘Year 3’ have been 

selected. 

You can choose 
any Channels 
you want, and 
all messages 
can still be 

viewed even 
without doing 
this, but you 

will only 
receive push 
notifications 

from the ones 
ticked here.

Each time we 
send a message 
out we assign it 
to one or more 
Channels. For 

example, a 
message about 

Y3 will be in the 
Y3 Channel.
Everyone can 

view it, but only 
those who have 
selected the Y3 

Channel will 
receive a push 

notification 
about it.

Crossing Patrol Officer

We are still without a Crossing Patrol 
Officer on the main road and, having 
spoken to County, it doesn’t seem likely 
that they are going to be able to get us 
one soon. The onus is on us, so if you 
think you could do the job, or know 
someone who might be able to, please call 
03330 139788. 

Half-Term E-Safety Reminder

We have e-safety information and links 
to useful sites on our website.
For children: www.tabecat.com/esafety 
For parents: 
www.holytrinityhalstead.com/esafety 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.tabecat.com/esafety
http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/esafety

