
 Newsletter 7th December 2018

Decorations, Nativity rehearsals, Christmas cards, 
festive music ringing through the school - it’s a 
magical time of year! Although I’m writing this before 
the Christmas Bazaar has started, a huge thank you to 
the PTFA and all involved in our Yuletide fundraiser. I 
look forward to seeing many of you there.
Miss Todd 

Dates from htps.ch/calendar
We have set out dates for most events during the 
Autumn Term, and some beyond…
09.12.18 - Christingle (see over)
10.12.18 - Y5 & Y6 Books & Biscuits 2.30pm
11.12.18 - Y3 & Y4 Books & Biscuits 2.30pm
12.12.18 - Christmas Lunch
12.12.18 - Nativity (Evening) 5pm
13.12.18 - Nativity (Afternoon) 2.15pm
14.12.18 - Pantomime
17.12.18 - Empire Cinema Visit
18.12.18 - Christmas Jumper Day
18.12.18 - Carol Service @ St. Andrew’s Church 2pm
19.12.18 - End of Autumn Term
03.01.19 - INSET Day
04.01.19 - Start of Spring Term
23.04.19 - INSET Day
03.06.19 - INSET Day
24.07.19 - INSET Day
You can also see all dates via the app & website.

Well Done to everyone who took part in the 
Rocksteady Concert last week.
We have made the video of the concert 
available to view on the school website. 
The page is not linked to on the home page and 
so you will need to go to:

htps.ch/video
and use the password which was
published on the paper newsletter and
which is available from the school office. 
Please do not distribute the password for this 
page publically. If we become aware of the 
password being in the public domain (eg on 
social media) the content will be removed. 
Thank you for your cooperation.

We are again having a Christmas Jumper Day this year.
It will be held on Tuesday 18th December (the same day as the
Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church) and children and staff
will be free to wear Christmas jumpers, t-shirts, accessories
etc. You do not need to go out and buy anything special for this
day, it’s only a bit of festive fun! Inspired by some of our Y5 pupils, who want to help people 
who will be alone at Christmas, we will be having a low-key charity element to the day.

Congratulations to the Year 5/6 Basketball team for a 
great team performance in their tournament at The 
Ramsey Academy. The team finished third and 
progress to the Level 2 finals later this term.
Well done all, fantastic display!

Carol Service Arrangements

We will be walking up to St. Andrew’s Church for 
the Carol Service this year. If you were planning to 
attend, and would like to walk up to the Church with 
us, please meet at your usual pick-up point on the 
playground at 1.15pm.

http://htps.ch/calendar


*COULD YOU BE A PTFA HELPER?*
The PTFA committee knows that not 
everyone who wants to contribute to 
events can commit to meetings etc. 

They have therefore set up a ‘Helpers 
Group’ of people who can turn up to 
help set up, clear away, run stalls etc. 

without having to get involved with any 
organisation or planning. If you would 
like to be involved in this way please 

let the school office know or email 
ptfa@holytrinityhalstead.com 

School App - Important Changes Reminder

Due to significant recent changes in the way Apple & Google publish apps we are having to change the way you access 
our app. By the end of term the existing Holy Trinity App you have downloaded will stop working, and so before then 
you will need to download a new app branded as Piota, the company who produce our app. The basic features of the 
app will remain, but they are promising improvements in reliability and general performance.

Here’s what you need to do:
1. Go to your app store, Apple or Google, search ‘Piota’ and download and install the Piota Schools app.
2. On launching the app for the first time type in ‘Holy Trinity’ and our school’s name should appear. In my 

experience it took a moment to appear, but not too long!
3. Select ‘Holy Trinity Halstead’ and our school’s app will appear. The app will remember your choice so you only 

need to select Holy Trinity once. 

That’s it! From then on you will have a Piota icon in your apps rather than the Holy Trinity one and alerts will be 
named as from Piota rather than us, but in all other respects the app is the same - albeit with the performance 
improvements we have been promised. 

This is a good time to review the push notifications you have signed up for!

Click the 3 lines for the menu. Go to Settings. Go to Channels

Choose the Channels you would 
like to receive push notifications 

from. Here ‘Urgent’, ‘Whole 
School’ & ‘Year 3’ have been 

selected. 

You can choose 
any Channels 
you want, and 
all messages 
can still be 

viewed even 
without doing 
this, but you 

will only 
receive push 
notifications 

from the ones 
ticked here.

Each time we 
send a message 
out we assign it 
to one or more 
Channels. For 

example, a 
message about 

Y3 will be in the 
Y3 Channel.
Everyone can 

view it, but only 
those who have 
selected the Y3 

Channel will 
receive a push 

notification 
about it.
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