
 Newsletter 8th February 2019

I’d like to use this week’s newsletter to discuss a couple of things: early morning supervision and mobile phones.
Mornings: There are an increasing number of children who are arriving on the school site far earlier than the start of school. Doors 
open at 8.45am and yet we are seeing pupils from as early as 8.15am. There is no supervision for children before 8.45am unless they 
are attending Early Morning Club. Please make sure your children are leaving to come to school at a time that will ensure they are not 
arriving too early. Other schools circumvent this issue by keeping school gates closed until the last minute but we feel that so close to 
a busy road and our narrow paths this would not be wise. 
Mobile Phones: Up until recently only a few of our children had a mobile phone of their own. At the request of parents, we made it 
possible for children who carried a phone to school for emergency purposes to leave it in the school office during the day. Over time 
however, that concession has become somewhat stretched. We now have children in several year groups bringing phones to school, 
and increasingly when they do not walk to school on their own. In addition phones are being used on the playground before school for 
messaging, games, photos etc.
This has raised some concerns:
● Taking photographs or videos of other pupils, and using age-restricted social media, messaging, or gaming apps in school 

conflicts with our e-safety and safeguarding commitments to all pupils and staff. Mobile phones are expensive pieces of 
equipment which, without the filtering systems we have in place in school, provide almost unrestricted access to areas of the 
internet that are inappropriate in a school environment.

● On an average day there are around 40 mobile phones deposited at the school office. Looking after and distributing several 
thousand pounds worth of phones, especially when many could have been left with parents on the playground or at home, is 
taking up a considerable amount of our office staff’s time. In addition, children are regularly forgetting to turn them off which is 
disruptive to say the least when alerts, alarms etc. go off during the day.

We have no intention of banning mobile phones in school, and it is up to parents whether children carry a phone to school with them. 
We have never been a school with draconian rules and we have no desire to start being one now. However, we do ask that you 
consider whether it is necessary for your child to have a mobile phone with them at school, especially if they are not travelling on their 
own. Equally the social and mental health benefits of your child being in the moment with yourselves and their peers without a screen 
cannot be ignored. 
The children have been told that mobile phones a) must be handed into the office if on school premises and b) must remain in bags 
on the way to and from the office. Children using their phones on school premises before or after school will be asked to put them 
away immediately, and any phones seen in school during the day will be confiscated until home time. They have reacted positively to 
this, and have understood the reasons why we are choosing to keep a closer eye. We hope you will support our efforts to ensure that 
all our children feel safe and secure whilst in school. For e-safety advice please visit www.holytrinityhalstead.com/e-safety
Have an enjoyable weekend. There is only one week to go until our half term break, and we have lots planned! Miss Todd

Dates from htps.ch/calendar
15.02.19 - End of Half Term
25.02.19 - Start of Half Term
27.02.19 - Foundation Parent Lunch
13.03.19 - Parents Evening
14.03.19 - Parents Evening
22.03.19 - PTFA Spring Disco
27.03.19- Year 1 Parent Lunch
05.04.19 - Rocksteady Concert
05.04.19 - End of Spring Term
23.04.19 - INSET DAY
24.04.19 - Start of Summer Term
02.05.19 - Polling Day: School Closed
06.05.19 - Bank Holiday
22.05.19 - Y2 Parent Lunch
24.05.19 - End of Half Term
03.06.19 - INSET Day
04.06.19 - Start of Half Term
03.07.19 - Y6 Parent Lunch
22.07.19 - PTFA Summer Disco
23.07.19 - End of Summer Term
24.07.19 - INSET Day
You can also see all dates via the app & 
web.
Other dates will be published as soon as 
they are confirmed.
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FREE ENTRY - ALL AGES WELCOME
For more information contact Rev. Katie 01787 478471

Our Battery Box has arrived, so bring those batteries in!

Have you started paying for, and ordering, lunches online yet?
We have moved over to ordering and paying for lunches online via any of the 
following web addresses:
www.scopay.com/holytrinityhalstead or www.holytrinityhalstead.com/pay
You can also follow the link at the top of our website, or in the 
Information/Links section of our free app.
(All links take you to the same place - use whichever route you find easiest to 
remember or most convenient!)
If you currently receive free school meals we would still like you to order 
meals online so the kitchen have advanced notice of what food needs to be 
ordered. 
If you have any questions about the system please contact the school office.We’ve got plenty of extra boxes if you need some more...

Attendance

Well done to the 75 pupils who received their 100% 
attendance badges in our special assembly on Monday, 
and thank you to the parents who were able to attend.

We are aware that there has been a lot of sickness 
going around this term, and that any cases of 
diarrhoea or vomiting must result in having 48 hours 
off school, but our overall attendance this term is 
considerably below our legally required target.

We appreciate the efforts parents are making to 
ensure that children are at school as much as possible, 
and look forward to our attendance figure rising as the 
better weather arrives and there is less sickness going 
around!

Our overall attendance so far this term is: 93.8%
Our overall attendance is legally required to be: 
96.0%

Parents Evenings dates have been arranged for 13th & 
14th March. Exact appointments will be arranged 
closer to the time but please keep one of the dates 
free so you can meet with your child/ren’s teacher.Visit smile.holytrinityhalstead.com to sign up and support the PTFA!
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