
 HTPS.CH/NEWSLETTER - FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2019

CALENDAR DATES htps.ch/calendar & app

06.09.19 - Eswatini Independence Day
13.09.19 - 2.30 Return of WOW Assembly
04.10.19 - PTFA Autumn Disco
10.10.19 - 2.00 Harvest Festival @ St. Andrew’s Church
10.10.19 - 7.30 PTFA AGM
22 & 24.10.19 - Parents Evenings
25.10.19 - Break up for Half Term
04.11.19 - INSET Day
05.11.19 - Return after Half Term
06.12.19 - PTFA Christmas Bazaar
19.12.19 - End of Autumn Term
Further dates/details of these and future events will be 
published as soon as they are confirmed. 

A MESSAGE FROM MISS TODD

Welcome to the Academic year 2019/2020. Welcome back to 
familiar faces and welcome to our new children and families. 

Many of the children have already regaled me with stories 
from their holidays and I have really enjoyed seeing everyone 
back in school with such enthusiasm. 

A really positive start to the year - long may it continue. 

THE HOLY TRINITY APP htps.ch/ool 

Increasing amounts of content is now being sent out via our 
app. Especially in light of changes to our weekly newsletter 
(see right) now is the time to download our app for Apple & 
Android devices if you haven’t already.
You can search ‘Piota’ in your app store or visit htps.ch/ool 
on the school website for direct links.
● Don’t forget to update your class channels as your 

children move up a year group after the summer.
● Thank you everyone who has registered on the app so 

far, allowing us to send you individual messages.
● From next week throughout this half term we’ll be 

awarding a prize each week to one random family who 
has registered - the sooner you sign up the more 
chances you have to win!

● Note: The old app with the Holy Trinity logo stopped 
working this summer so please upgrade!

Contact Mr. Handy for app support!

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER htps.ch/newsletter 

All of us are looking to reduce our impact on the environment 
and Holy Trinity is no different. We've been collecting 
batteries and crisp packets, and soon we'll be taking part in 
the 'Kids Against Plastic' campaign. We're also looking at 
reducing our consumption generally and one thing that has 
been suggested is the possibility of going online-only for our 
weekly school newsletter.

Currently we send home a paper newsletter each Friday. It 
contains dates, information about future events, 
acknowledgement of past events, and a message from Miss 
Todd. This is sent to every child (we did investigate sending 
home one per family but cost savings compared to the 
logistics of it were negligible) every week, and equates to 
about 5 reams of paper plus ink per term. It is also always 
uploaded for viewing on the school website.

Two weeks ago a survey was sent out via the app asking 
“Would you like to keep receiving a paper newsletter each 
week?”
The response was overwhelming, with 89.4% of respondents 
saying “No”.
As a result, this will be the last paper newsletter sent 
home with every child. We will still print out a few copies for 
those of you who would prefer a paper copy - these will be 
put in the stand outside the school office. 
Each newsletter will continue to be posted to 
www.holytrinityhalstead.com/newsletter just as every 
newsletter since September 2010 has, and a reminder app 
message will be sent out each Friday afternoon with a link to 
the page. They are also going back to being portrait form to 
make them easier to read on a screen.

Other feedback we received was people wanting to make 
sure that they knew where to look for things. As a guide we 
use:
● Forthcoming dates are posted to 

www.holytrinityhalstead.com/calendar as soon as they 
are confirmed, and these automatically sync to the app.

● This newsletter, posted to 
www.holytrinityhalstead.com/newsletter, is used for 
general communication and for detailed information 
about events as they become imminent.

● The app (and occasionally social media) for reminders 
about events and general notifications.

● The website page www.holytrinityhalstead.com/news 
for photos/information about past events. Links to 
these posts also automatically sync to the app and 
social media.

Links to all of these pages, and information about how to 
download our app, can be found on our home-school 
communication page: htps.ch/ool.

We are proud of the level of our home-school communication 
and we will continue to ensure that we let you know as much 
as possible about the many things we have going on at Holy 
Trinity.

CONTACT DETAILS

It is vitally important that we have up to date contact details 
including home telephone, mobile telephone, email, and 
emergency contacts. There are occasions when we need to 
contact home urgently, for example if a child is ill, and we 
have no working telephone numbers.
If you think any of your details have changed you can update 
your details via the app, or by using the attached form.
Your details must be up to date on our system for you to 
register for individual messages via our app.
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PERIPATETIC MUSIC PROVISION

ROCK STEADY
If your child is interested in joining in with Rock Steady 
please visit www.rocksteadymusicschool.com or ask for a 
form from the school office.
Rock Steady costs approximately £30/month for weekly half 
hour group sessions.

MUSIC FOR SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
If your child wishes to have more traditional-style music 
tuition at school the Music for Schools Foundation visit us 
each week and can offer lessons in a range of instruments. 
For more details and to register directly with them visit 
www.mfsf.org.uk or call 01283743500. Prices vary but there 
are deals if instruments are bought via MfSF.

SIGNPOSTING htps.ch/signposting 

News of open days, sports clubs & local events we have 
been made aware of are posted to this page.
Have a look for ideas on things to do!

PTFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)

Dear Parents,

I hereby give notice of the AGM of the
Holy Trinity Primary School PTFA,
to be held on Thursday 10th October. The evening will 
commence at 7.30pm and we anticipate that the AGM 
should last approximately 30 minutes.

The PTFA plays a vital part in the school community and all 
parents, as members of the PTFA, are invited to support the 
AGM. This is your chance to hear and see how the funds you 
have helped to raise have been used for the benefit of the 
children/students at our school.

The AGM is also an opportunity for you to elect the PTFA 
Committee, to represent the association throughout the 
forthcoming academic year. Nominations will be done on the 
night of the AGM, for existing committee members willing to 
stand for re-election and for anyone wishing to stand as an 
Officer or Ordinary Committee Member, for the first time.

If you would like any further information about what is 
involved in being a Committee Member please speak to me, 
Jen Vincent, or visit our website: htps.ch/ptfa

As our PTFA is a registered charity (No. 1027292), all 
committee members automatically become Trustees of the 
Charity

We look forward to seeing you there.

Regards, The Chair

PS - A letter with reply slip about the AGM is also being sent 
home. Please return this so we have an idea of interest and 
contact details to keep you updated with PTFA news.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

We endeavour to promote healthy eating at Holy Trinity, and 
as part of this we are going to start the year by encouraging 
healthy snacks at break times. All Foundation & KS1 children 
have fruit provided each morning for break, and we have a 
tuck shop for KS2 providing a range of items for 40p.
Aside from being a nut-free school we have never dictated  
to parents what they should or should not send into school 
as snacks or lunches for their children, and we don’t intend 
to start now! However, please do have a discussion with your 
children about perhaps choosing fruit as a break time snack 
rather than automatically opting for chocolate and crisps. 
Thank you for your support.

UNIFORM htps.ch/uniform 

At Holy Trinity Primary School we operate a firm, but fair 
school uniform policy. We understand that from time to time 
individual items of uniform may get lost or ‘be in the wash’, 
but we also see school uniform as a integral part of our 
school identity.

The Basic uniform consists of:
● Blue school sweatshirt
● White polo shirt
● Grey/black trousers/skirt
● Shoes or dark footwear (no colourful laces or logos, 

stripes etc.)
The school actively encourages the wearing of a uniform and 
it is hoped that parents will continue to support this policy.

Uniform can be purchased online via Mapac (link on website) 
or, if you prefer, Baldwins in Halstead High Street sells the 
complete range of our school uniform, from stock. From time 
to time the PTFA hold second-hand uniform sales – they 
welcome any donations of uniform your children have grown 
out of. Other items such as school baseball caps, P.E. bags, 
swimming bags and book bags may be purchased via the 
school office.

To minimise losses of property,
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF 
CLOTHING ARE CLEARLY NAMED.

General Expectations

Jewellery: The only acceptable form of jewellery are stud 
earrings. All earrings must be removed for PE.

Make Up: We do not expect children to come to school 
wearing any form of make up, this includes: nail varnish, false 
nails, temporary tattoos, hair extensions etc. If you are in any 
doubt please ask your child’s class teacher for clarification.

PE Clothing and Equipment: For PE and Games lessons, we 
ask children to bring, unless instructed otherwise by a 
teacher, a tee shirt, shorts and plimsolls. Slip-on plimsolls are 
much easier for young children to manage. Blue PE t-shirts 
are available from the school office. It is likely that your child 
will take part in some form of physical activity every day. 
Outdoor PE is an expectation, especially for children in Key 
Stage 2 – so warm tops will be required for late Autumn and 
Spring term. We have a small number of KS2-sized 
tracksuits, again embroidered with the school crest, available 
from the School Office; these are optional and not a formal 
part of our uniform policy.

HTPS.CH = HOLYTRINITYHALSTEAD.COM

LATENESS

From the start of term any pupils who are late for school will 
need to check in using the electronic sign-in system  in the 
entrance hall outside the school office.
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