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A MESSAGE FROM MISS TODD

This week our children have really got into the swing of their 
Spring term projects. Everywhere I go I have heard and seen 
exciting activities, and children fully engaged in their learning. 
Giraffe Class in particular have been doing some wonderful 
writing this week, and I enjoyed receiving a range of 
handwritten notes from our youngest children. Well Done 
Giraffe Class! A big well done also needs to go to the 
Panther Class who have been complimented on their 
behaviour when walking to and from the swimming pool - 
even in the rain! Have a great weekend, 
Miss Todd 

CALENDAR DATES htps.ch/calendar & app

18.01.20 - Winnie The Pooh Day
29.01.20 - Year 5 Parent-Child Lunch
01.02.20 - PTFA Quiz Night
05.02.20 - Young Voices @ The O2
14.02.20 - End of Half Term
05.03.20 - World Book Day (Details to follow)
09.03.20 - STEM Week
10.03.20 - Y2 Parents SATs Info Meeting 6-7pm
13.03.20 - Science Revolution in school
20.03.20 - PTFA Spring Disco
03.04.20 - End of Spring Term 

Further dates/details of these and future events will be 
published as soon as confirmed. New dates in bold.
You can add individual events to your own online calendars 
via the app, and add everything in one go via the website!

VOLUNTEER HELPERS NEEDED

Although all our children are heard read regularly by their 
class teacher we are always in need of adults to help listen to 
readers - the more reading a child does the better they get!
If there is a regularly time each week when you could 
volunteer to hear readers we would love to hear from you. 
Please just contact the school office and one of the class 
teachers will get in touch with you about the details. No great 
educational knowledge is needed, just sitting, listening, and 
helping a child read will make a huge difference.

BRING YOUR OWN REFRESHMENTS

Just two weeks until the PTFA Quiz Night! You can buy 
tickets in advance (preferably for event planning!) or turn up 

on the night. Some people come as a ready-made team, 
others come along and join up with others on the night. 

Everyone is welcome, so please come along and spread the 
word to family & friends!

http://htps.ch/calendar


FAMILIES AND SCHOOLS TOGETHER (FAST)

FAST is a parent involvement programme for all primary 
school children. We offer a bespoke and targeted service to 
meet the individual needs of children, families and schools to 
promote the wellbeing of children in school. FAST come to 
Holy Trinity every week during the school day.

FAST provide a gentle, compassionate, impartial and 
confidential approach to supporting primary school children 
thrive in education.

For more information please contact the FAST team on:
Email: Lindsay.wood@nematrust.com
Tel: 07957742398

SIGNPOSTING htps.ch/signposting 

News of local events & activities we 
have been made aware of are posted to 
this page. It is updated on a regular 
basis.

WEBSITE

Our school website is
www.htps.ch 

Find out all about the 
school, including 

curriculum, uniform, 
policies etc., and see 

photos of what we 
do.

Key information is 
linked to via the app.

THE APP

Alerts, dates, 
information, and links 
to website content.
Weekly link to our 
school newsletter. 

Download for Android 
& Apple via your app 
store (search ‘Piota’’ 

or visit  
www.htps.ch/ool  

PAYMENTS

All payments for 
lunches, trips etc. 

should be made at: 
www.htps.ch/pay 

This is via the 
separate SCOPAY 

site which is linked to 
via the app & website
Please see the Office 

for help with 
SCOPAY.

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES

It’s that time of year again, so I thought that I would write to all families just to remind you of our emergency procedures in the 
event of bad weather. The weather forecasters aren't always 100% accurate when predicting snow but…you never know!
In the event of a severe snowfall the school could be forced to temporarily close due to the fact that many of our teaching staff 
live outside the local area. However, the severity of the weather is not always the factor that determines whether we close or 
not - it is often the impact the weather has upon our travel systems and safety in and around the school grounds. In 2010 we 
were forced to close largely due to the treacherous roads and condition of the footpaths around the school. We have large 
stores of salt and grit, which will be used to anticipate snowfall, but if we have a moderate to heavy fall of snow gritting is 
largely ineffective (as you can often see by the condition of our roads).
Any closure, or notification that we are open despite the snow, will be reported via the App, this website (and simultaneously 
on Facebook & Twitter) as soon as a decision is made. Last time there was snow we announced our decision the very second 
it was made. (Mr. Handy was hovering over the 'send' button!) I will always try to make a decision as early as possible, and 
ideally the evening before, to enable you to plan and make childcare arrangements, but due to the unpredictable nature of our 
weather I cannot guarantee exactly when that will be.

Rest assured, as soon as a decision has been made we will let you know immediately.

To see any announcements you can:
Visit this website: www.holytrinityhalstead.com
Download our App from the Google Play or Apple App stores and ensure the 'Whole School' notification channel is 
switched on. (Find help with this on our Home-School Communication page.)
'Like' us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/holytrinityhalstead
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/htpshalstead
We will also inform BBC Radio Essex and www.bbc.co.uk/essex of any developments, although historically there has 
been a delay of up to an hour before they have updated their information.

I apologise in advance if the weather results in disruption but although I will only close our school as a last resort, my priority at 
all times must remain the safety of our children, parents and staff.
Miss Todd

UNIFORM PART 1 - ACCESSORIES

Whilst hair bands are useful for keeping hair in place, we 
have seen an increase in ‘ornamental’ bands which have 
been: lost or broken; causing a distraction in class; and 
sometimes not necessarily appropriate for a church school. 
We do not have particularly strict uniform rules, but please 
do keep in mind the practicalities and suitability of such 
accessories in our school setting. Thank you. 

UNIFORM PART 2 - NAMES

Please can we, again, ask that names are put in all items of 
uniform, and that the legibility of the writing or tag is checked 
regularly. Our lost property bin is already full of items with no 
name. We do always return items left around school to their 
owners but we can only do that if we know who the owner is!
We could prevent hundreds of pounds worth of uniform 
being lost each year just by checking names are in place.

WORKSHOP - GIRLS WITH AUTISM 

A workshop is being held at Maplestead Village Hall on 
Friday 28th February 2020 (9.30am - 11.20am). 
The cost is £20. If you are interested please email 
angiepurdy@me.com or call 07584424789
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