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A MESSAGE FROM MISS TODD

I cannot let this newsletter pass without talking about the 
Young Voices Choir. The children that attended were 
fantastic from start to finish. I am proud to be the 
Headteacher of such a well behaved, polite and enthusiastic 
school. They sang their hearts out and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, even through the additional hour of standstill 
traffic that we had to sit in on the way home!

Well done to all involved and thank you to the adults who 
came along and made the visit possible, to the parents who 
were able to come along and give their support in person, 
and to everyone who supported us from home and greeted 
us when we arrived home at midnight. What a team!

Miss Todd 

CALENDAR DATES htps.ch/calendar & app

#ChildrensMentalHealthWeek 
11.02.20 - Safer Internet Day
11.02.20 - Parents Evening #1
13.02.20 - Parents Evening #2
14.02.20 - End of Half Term
24.02.20 - Return to school after Half Term
05.03.20 - World Book Day (Details to follow)
09.03.20 - STEM Week
10.03.20 - Y2 Parents SATs Info Meeting 6-7pm
13.03.20 - Science Revolution in school
20.03.20 - PTFA Spring Disco
24-25.03.20 - Y5 Bikeability (Details to follow)
03.04.20 - Rock Steady Concert
03.04.20 - End of Spring Term 
18-22.05.20 - Walk-to-School Week

Further dates/details of these and future events will be 
published as soon as confirmed. New dates in bold.
You can add individual events to your own online calendars 
via the app, and add everything in one go via the website!

PTFA QUIZ NIGHT

Many thanks to everyone who 
came to the PTFA Quiz Night last 
Saturday. There were 15 teams 
and only 10pts separating sixth 
place and eventual winners 
‘The Quizards Of Oz”!

Although the quiz is mainly a 
social event it is also a fundraiser, 
and we are delighted that the quiz 
and raffle raised £450.00 for the 
PTFA and £125 for the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

It was fantastic to see so much 
support for this event, and if you 
came and had a great time please 
spread the word for next time!

Thank you to everyone who donated raffle prizes, including Gainsborough 
Spa (£50 spa day vouchers) and Coffee Kavern (£15 voucher).   

Tabecat is our e-safety mascot, designed by Holy Trinity 
pupils, and will be asking the children lots of questions next 
week to mark Safer Internet Day on Tuesday. E-Safety advice 
for parents can be found at www.htps.ch/esafety 

Appointments are held in 
the hall. Please wait in Y5 

classroom on arrival.

http://htps.ch/calendar
https://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/esafety/
http://www.htps.ch/esafety


SUMDOG ESSEX MATHS CONTEST
31st January - 6th February 2020

Congratulations to everyone who took part in this contest 
over the course of the past week. Sumdog is great fun and 
great for your maths wherever you come in the contest!

Special mentions must go to Toucan Class, who were daily 
winners on Monday, and to our top-three classes:
Octopus (Y3) in 12th
Jaguar (Y4) in 13th
Panther (Y5) in 17th

Individually the children from Holy Trinity who were highest 
on the leaderboard were: 
Riley (Y5) in 30th
Phoebe (Y3) in 37th
Rupert (Y1) in 52nd
 
With 39 classes and 1062 children taking part from across 
Essex this is excellent. Sumdog is available to play at school 
AND at home all the time via the web & apps, and there will 
be a Holy Trinity-only contest later on this year.

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR YOUNG VOICES 2020 SINGERS!
And thank you to the staff & family members who went along to support.

YOU WERE BRILLIANT!

Courage doesn’t always roar. SometimeS it is the quiet voice at the end of the  day saying “I will try again tomorrow…” 

AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE AND ANDROID APP!

APP CHANNELS

We hope you continue to find 
the app a useful part of our 
home-school 
communications offering. 
Please make sure that you 
have the channels for your 
children's classes AND 
'Whole School' selected so 
you receive messages 
relevant to your children.
The app will shortly receive a 
routine update to improve its 
general performance.

HOME TIME

If somebody different is 
taking your child home at 
the end of the school day 
please can you let us know 
so we can keep our 
children safe. A quick word 
at the start of the day, a 
note in a home-school 
diary, or a message to the 
school office are all great. 
We can’t just take a child’s 
word for it. Thank you for 
your cooperation.



FAMILIES AND SCHOOLS TOGETHER (FAST)

FAST is a parent involvement programme for all primary 
school children. We offer a bespoke and targeted service to 
meet the individual needs of children, families and schools to 
promote the wellbeing of children in school. FAST come to 
Holy Trinity every week during the school day.

FAST provide a gentle, compassionate, impartial and 
confidential approach to supporting primary school children 
thrive in education.

For more information please contact the FAST team on:
Email: Lindsay.wood@nematrust.com
Tel: 07957742398

SIGNPOSTING htps.ch/signposting 

News of local events & activities we have been made aware 
of are posted to this page. It is updated on a regular basis, 
and this week includes Mr. Wiskin’s half-term sports clubs.

VOLUNTEER HELPERS NEEDED

Although all our children are heard read regularly by their class 
teacher we are always in need of adults to help listen to readers - the 
more reading a child does the better they get!

Thank you to the parents (& grandparents!) who already volunteer to 
listen to readers, but there is always space for more!

If there is a regular time each week when you could volunteer to hear 
readers we would love to hear from you. Please just contact the 
school office and one of the class teachers will get in touch with you 
about the details. No great educational knowledge is needed, just 
sitting, listening, and helping a child read will make a huge difference.

The ‘Parenting Together Support Programme’ is an exciting 
new service in Essex which aims to support parents to 
manage their conflict and work together so that it reduces 
the impact on children.

It is available to parents (whether they are together or not) 
who:
● Have at least one child aged 0-18, a disabled child 

aged 0-25, or expecting their first child.
● Who are experiencing a level of stress or conflict in 

their relationship.
● Who are disadvantaged, require additional support or 

are living in a low-income household.
● Live in Essex; mothers, fathers, same-sex parents 

whether together or separated. 

Further information can be found on the service website:
www.parentingtogethersupportprogramme.org.uk

PARKING

Thank you to everyone who helped avoid potentially 
dangerous congestion around the Beridge Road 
entrance this week by changing the way of travelling 
to and from school, and by spreading the word to 
other parents/carers and road users.

Despite the roadworks the school entrance was, as a 
result, quieter and safer than usual. Hopefully this will 
remain the case!  

Walk-to-School Week is 15-22 May 2020

LAPTOPS

We are rightly proud of our IT provision at Holy Trinity and it is something we would like to be able to maintain and build on in 
the future. Key elements of our provision are the software and hardware we use to deliver the curriculum. At this time it is our 
hardware which is in need of an urgent upgrade. 

Whilst we are fortunate enough to have some younger Chromebooks, our Windows laptops were part of the council-backed IT 
refresh in 2011 and are now beyond the end of their useful lives. Whilst many resources can now be accessed via a web 
browser (for which we use the Chromebooks) there are key IT, Special Educational Needs, and assessment programs that still 
only work via software installed on Windows.

With ever-tightening budgets I have spent the past 2-3 years patching up what we have but we have reached the point where 
our laptops are becoming impractical to use. Considering that IT is embedded in our planning and curriculum to the extent that 
our laptops are in almost constant use across the school, this will become a real issue very soon. Having Windows laptops that 
are up to date, and that we can rely on for non-cloud based work, is vital for the education we provide our children.

We are looking at different ways to refresh the 30+ laptops that are starting to fail. Purchasing refurbished devices is one route 
we have investigated, but we are also aware that some businesses refresh their laptops every 2-3 years and pass on used 
equipment to charities, schools etc.at little or no cost. If your company could help us with renewing some or all of our devices 
we would be very grateful, and we would be more than happy to publicise your generosity to the wider public.

If you think you may be able to help, or have any questions about our requirements, please contact me via the school office or 
come and have a word on the playground before school.

Mr. Handy

Note - Although we are not power-users the minimum spec we have investigated buying, in order to ensure the devices are usable day-to-day, is as 
follows: i5 processor, 4GB RAM, 120GB SSD, 3 hours+ battery life, 14-inch screen. We can install & setup Windows 10 ourselves.

http://htps.ch/signposting
https://www.parentingtogethersupportprogramme.org.uk/

