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A MESSAGE FROM MISS TODD

We have an exciting set of events lined up for our children this 
half term. Our STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) week is a highlight, including the visit of “Subject 
Revolution” on the Friday. Next week it’s World Book Day, 
where a day of book-themed activities start with our Booky 
Breakfast! We hope lots of you are able to join us at 8.30am on 
Thursday to share a favourite book over a bacon buttie or 
croissant. Have a safe and enjoyable weekend,

Miss Todd 

CALENDAR DATES htps.ch/calendar  & app

28.02 - Kalevala Day - The Day of Finnish Culture
02.03.20 - Y6 Parents SATs Info Meeting 6-7pm
05.03.20 - World Book Day
05.03.20 - Booky Breakfast 8.30am
09.03.20 - STEM Week
10.03.20 - Y2 Parents SATs Info Meeting 6-7pm
13.03.20 - Subject Revolution in school (No WOW)
20.03.20 - PTFA Spring Disco
24-25.03.20 - Y5 Bikeability (Details to follow)
25.03.20 - Year 1 Parent Lunch
02.04.20 - Easter Service at St. Andrew’s Church pm
03.04.20 - Rock Steady Concert
03.04.20 - End of Spring Term 
20.04.20 - Start of Summer Term
21-22.04.20 - Y5 Bikeability (Details to follow)
18-22.05.20 - Walk-to-School Week
22.05.20 - End of Half Term
01.06.20 - INSET Day
02.06.20 - Return to school after Half Term
02.06.20 - Class Photographs
19.06.20 - INSET Day
23-24.06.20 - Y6 Taster Days (Ramsey)
29.06-03.07.20 - School Journey
02.07.20 - Y5 Taster Day (Ramsey)
20.07.20 - PTFA Summer Disco
22.07.20 - End of School Year
Further dates/details of these and future events will be published as 
soon as confirmed. New dates in bold.
You can add individual events to your own online calendars via the 
app, and add everything in one go via the website!

For World Book Day 
this year we will be 

holding another ‘Booky 
Breakfast’ from 8.30am 

on the 5th March, 
where parents/carers 
can come into school 

to share bacon butties, 
croissants and a book 

in the school hall.
Each bacon butty or 

croissant will cost £1 to 
cover our costs.

We’ll also be sharing as many books as possible during the 
month of March and announcing our school total each Friday 

in WOW Assembly. It doesn’t matter if we’re reading or 
listening - it’s still sharing a book!

OUR SCHOOL TARGET IS:

10,000
We’ll be keeping a total in school, and sending sheets home to 

record stories shared at home. Make sure you send these 
sheets back to school  every week so we can update our total. 

AMAZON SMILE

Thanks to those who are supporting the school by signing up for Amazon’s Smile initiative. Our latest payment of £26.30 has just arrived - and it 
hasn’t cost any of us a penny! To support the school whilst shopping on Amazon simply visit smile.amazon.co.uk and select Holy Trinity Halstead 
PTFA as your chosen charity. Each time you use Amazon after that simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk and a percentage of every purchase will come to 
the school. Alternatively, you can register via the Android app by selecting us through the app menu. There is not yet an iOS app sadly, but we are told 
there is one in the pipeline.
We receive no data as to who has registered to support us, or what items have been bought - it’s all anonymous! We just receive a donation for each 
item you purchase via smile.amazon.co.uk Please do sign up and spread the word!

THE CORONAVIRUS, COVID-19

We have had a number of questions about the current coronavirus 
situation. As a school we promote hand washing and general cleanliness 
all the time, to try and prevent the spread of colds etc. This will, of 
course, continue.
Public Health England’s advice is included as a separate sheet on this 
newsletter, but the key points are:
● If you need to cough or sneeze - Catch It! Bin It! Kill it!
● The infection is not serious for most people, including children.
● The chance of being in contact with the virus is currently low in the 

UK.  
Whilst not underestimating the potential issues arising from a wider 
outbreak of the virus, with the information currently at our disposal we do 
not think it is necessary to be overly concerned at this time.
We have been, and will keep on, monitoring Government advice for 
schools relating to the virus and will act accordingly if necessary.

We will be making a whole school World 
Book Day display of our story sharing and 
would love to have some photos of your 
story sharing at home to add to this.  
Please pass these on to your child’s class 
teacher or email them directly to 
nnethersole@holytrinityhalstead.com  

TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS CONTEST

We have been entered into a TTRS contest 
against two other schools in the area: St. 
Andrew’s in Halstead & De Vere in Castle 
Hedingham. The contest runs for 14 days and all 
the children have to do is login and take part in 
the activities. Children can login via the direct link 
on the Tabecat page, or search for the school 
login via the iOS & Android apps.
Good luck!

http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com
http://www.htps.ch/calendar
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
mailto:nnethersole@holytrinityhalstead.com
https://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/tabecat/


We receive regular contact from parents concerned either about content on apps and 
websites, or about the way children interact with friends and/or strangers whilst using them. 
We have a strong e-safety curriculum and give constant reminders about safe online 
practice, but outside school hours we can really only signpost to useful resources for 
parents. One such resource is the NSPCC’s Net Aware, which provides information about 
common apps, including age ratings, and advice on ‘policing’ their use at home. The 
address is www.net-aware.org.uk 

AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE, ALWAYS, VIA 
THE APP & WWW.TABECAT.COM

“If you light a lamp for somebody, it will also brighten your path.”

The ‘Parenting Together Support Programme’ is an exciting new service 
in Essex which aims to support parents to manage their conflict and 
work together so that it reduces the impact on children.

It is available to parents (whether they are together or not) who:
● Have at least one child aged 0-18, a disabled child aged 0-25, or 

expecting their first child.
● Who are experiencing a level of stress or conflict in their 

relationship.
● Who are disadvantaged, require additional support or are living 

in a low-income household.
● Live in Essex; mothers, fathers, same-sex parents whether 

together or separated. 

Further information can be found on the service website:
www.parentingtogethersupportprogramme.org.uk

FAMILIES AND SCHOOLS TOGETHER (FAST)

FAST is a parent involvement programme for all primary school 
children. We offer a bespoke and targeted service to meet the 
individual needs of children, families and schools to promote the 
wellbeing of children in school. FAST come to Holy Trinity every week 
during the school day.
FAST provide a gentle, compassionate, impartial and confidential 
approach to supporting primary school children thrive in education.

For more information please contact the FAST team on:
Email: Lindsay.wood@nematrust.com
Tel: 07957742398

UNIFORM www.holytrinityhalstead.com/uniform 

Due to lack of use we longer sell uniforms online via Mapac. We are 
looking at alternative online providers for use in the future, but in the 
meantime uniform can still be purchased via Baldwins at 12, The 
Centre (off the High Street by the old NatWest) & we do have a small 
amount of stock ourselves. From time to time the PTFA hold 
second-hand uniform sales – they welcome any donations of uniform 
your children have grown out of. 

ROUND UP

Picking Up - Please could we ask that children are collected from 
school promptly, both at the end of the day and if going home due to 
illness. Over the past few weeks we have had children sat outside the 
office waiting for a considerable time after they should have been 
collected. We understand that there are valid reasons for occasionally 
being late, and it can be difficult to get here during the day if your child 
is ill, but it is not ideal for our children to be waiting, at times, for over 
an hour before being collected. Thank you.

App Channels - We hope you continue to find the app a useful part of 
our home-school communications offering. Please make sure that you 
have the channels for your children's classes AND 'Whole School' 
selected so you receive messages relevant to your children.

Signposting htps.ch/signposting -News of local events & activities 
we have been made aware of are posted to this page. It is updated on 
a regular basis.

Water bottles on sale from the school office will increase in price to 
£1.20 from after half term - this is the cost to us to buy them.

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING OLD BATTERIES!
THE COLLECTION BOX IS IN THE ENTRANCE HALL 

OUTSIDE THE OFFICE...

We've added Google's "Be Internet Legends" Interland game to the 
children's Tabecat page: www.tabecat.com 
"Be Internet Legends empowers younger children to use the web safely 
and wisely, so they can be confident explorers of the online world."
Coming from Google the option to 'not share' isn't mentioned sadly 
(something I've stressed to the children I've used the site with in class - 
not everything has to go online!), but it's still a useful and fun e-safety 
resource for children & parents. The main site with information for 
parents can be found here: 
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk and we’re waiting to 
receive parent packs to be sent home for you to use with your children.

THANK YOU...

...to all the parents who were able to 
attend the Y4 Multiplication Test 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon. As 
ever, your support is greatly 
appreciated.

...to those who have searched through 
our lost property pile for items. There is 
still a lot more there, so if you’ve not 
already done so, please have a look!

http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.tabecat.com
https://www.parentingtogethersupportprogramme.org.uk/
http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com/uniform
http://htps.ch/signposting
http://www.tabecat.com
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk


HAPPY - HALSTEAD ACTION PROMOTING POSITIVE YOUTH

We’ve been contacted by the youth group HAPPY, which stands for Halstead Action Promoting Positive Youth, They are a council funded project 
that’s been established for around 3 years, and are again running their annual Easter competition:

“We're really trying to make a positive impact in this community and change the negative perception of young people through celebrating the 
positive things they do. 

The competition is for children from as young as 2 up until 11 and there will be many prizes up for grabs for creating a piece of Easter themed 
artwork. It's an ambiguous brief because we were thrilled last year to receive a range of entries including cakes, Easter bonnets, Easter 
landscapes made inside shoe boxes, incredible cards, decorations and eggs. 

The deadline for all entries is the 5th of April. You can bring them into school where we’ll collect them or you can drop them at Halstead Resource 
Centre on Parsonage Street.

Coming soon in 2020...we're also introducing a HAPPY Juniors group which will take place once a month for young people 10 and above to meet 
new people and take part in a range of activities free of charge for a few hours once a month and also gain a greater understanding of how they 
can make a positive difference in their community.

We hope you can take part!  The HAPPY Team”

holytrinityhalstead.com/webcam
From Monday 2nd March 2020
The chicks are back in Giraffe Class!

The eggs are again being supplied by Living Eggs, a company chosen carefully because of the way they manage the supply of eggs and the 
subsequent rehoming of chicks (including cockerels) afterwards.  Last year, several of the chicks went on to live with Mrs Cotton! 
Full details of how they operate can be seen on their website but here are two statements about re-homing of the chicks:

● Living Eggs do not re-home chicks on intensive rearing farms. This is not ethically acceptable to us and would be contra to hygiene and 
bio security regulations of such companies.

● Living Eggs will always ensure that all chicks returned to us by our customers are ethically and responsibly re-homed on one of the many 
smallholdings and free-range farms that work with us to provide safe and appropriate welfare.

We are extremely mindful that the chicks are not novelty playthings. We believe that by experiencing the hatching and growth of chicks close-up, 
the children will develop a greater understanding of the beauty and value of living creatures, that deserve care and respect. 

https://www.facebook.com/H.A.P.P.YGroupHalstead/



