
What makes strength? 
This term we will endeavour to explore the concept of strength. We will initially discuss 
strength and how we see this in a variety of ways. The main focus of our study will be 
the Americas. We will locate, examine and  explore North and South America to better 

understand geographically these amazing continents. The children will also study 
strength in DT, where they will study the components of bridges and design, make and 

evaluate a bridge.

We will learn to: 

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied  

● Identify the significance of longitude and latitude , equator, hemispheres, Tropics and 
Greenwich and Meridian time zones

● use the 8 points of a compass, 6- figure grid references, symbols and keys
● locate the Americas concentrating on environmental regions,physical features and 

human characteristics
● Research famous designers and understand how their designs have shaped the world 

- innovate a bridge design. 

 

In English this term we will be writing: 

● Poetry - a poem of hope 
● Non-Chronological report 
● Dystopian narrative

Grammar and Punctuation - These will be taught linked to the writing genres and in accordance with the 
National Curriculum.  
Spelling -  These will follow the spelling patterns stated in the curriculum and children will be taught the 
meaning and use of these words - children are expected to use their spellings in their written work. 
Reading comprehension -  We will have focused sessions on the different types of reading skills. This will 
include vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation retrieval and summarising texts.  

                                                     English

This term we will be focusing on:

● Decimals and Percentages
● Algebra
● Converting units of measure
● Perimeter, area and volume
● Ratio

We will be developing fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills across all of these areas.

There will be weekly assessments on times tables up to 12 x 12 (including division). This will take the form of ‘beat 
the clock’ test where children are encouraged to improve their personal scores. 

Useful websites: Times table rockstars, IXL, Sumdog, myminimaths - please ask for login reminders or any more 
useful websites.

Maths

Standalone
Computing: The main focus will be 
programming, using various pieces of software, 
and hardware.
E-safety will focus on tracking & advertising in 
addition to day-to-day issues that may arise.

RE: Children will study the significance of 
Moses and his exodus from Egypt, how he 
received the ten commandments and their 
significance. We will also focus on the festival of 
Pesach and the seder meal. 

PE: This term children will focus on the 
gymnastic skills of balancing, strength, flexibility, 
control and technique. We will also look at 
orienteering skills. 

Modern Foreign Languages: This term the 
children will study Le temps (the weather) and 
develop their knowledge to verbally describe the 
weather - learning the French spelling of these 
words. 

Enhancements

Science: The first half of this term we will 
study ‘living things and their habitats.’ The 

children will learn to classify and group 
livings things and the standard system 
which scientists use. We will research 

microorganisms, plants and animals and 
look at how they can be subdivided. 
Children will also research their local 

environment.

The second half of the term we will 
explore electricity, children will learn to 
associate the output with amount and 

strength of volts and draw scientific 
electrical circuits.

PSHE: Our lessons will focus on ‘How we 
can keep healthy as we grow’ - in 

particular mental health and sleep.  

      

 

Our PE Day is: Monday
Our homework is due in on: Wednesday
Our Maths Award day is: Friday 
Our Times Tables are tested on: Thursday

Mrs Raven - draven@holytrinityhalstead.com Year 6 Raven Class
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Maths
This term we will be focusing on:
● Multiplication & Division
● Fractions
● Decimals and Percentages

They will also have the chance to work and be tested on their maths award. Two colour 
groups will be tested every other week on a Thursday. Please ensure your child has their 
Maths Award in school every Thursday regardless if their colour group is being tested. If 
you need a new Maths Award they are here to view/print: 
https://sites.google.com/holytrinityhalstead.com/falcon/maths-awards 
Please continue to practise with your child at home. 

Computing:
In Computing we will learn how to create, edit 

and explain algorithms, Explain our e-safety 
rules and design our own game, sim or app 

using graphic coding.

R.E
In our R.E, we will be learning about 

Humanism, Judaism, Islamism and Christianity.

French
In French, we will be learning about food and 

drink.

P.E
For this Spring term, we will be doing 

Orienteering, Daily mile, Gymnastics and 
Multi-Skills.

Science
Our Science topic being covered this term is 
Properties and change of materials. Some of 
the skills learnt will be to compare and group 

together everyday materials on the basis of 
their properties, 

  know that some materials will dissolve in 
liquid to form a solution, and describe how to 

recover a substance from a solution.

PSHE
In our PSHE lessons we will learn about basic 
first aid, accidents, dealing with emergencies 

(Health & Wellbeing) and  Friendships; 
relationships; becoming independent; online 

safety (Relationships).
 

Our PE Day is: Wednesday
Our homework is due in on: Wednesday
Our Maths Award day is: Thursday
Our Times Tables are tested: 3 x week
School library: Fridays 

Please also ensure your child is being 
heard reading a book to you. There are a 
lot of children not reading the expected 
amount at home which is at least 3 times a 
week. They can read a book of their own, a 
school reading book, a MyOn book, a library 
book, etc. 
Please also make sure the adult has 
signed the reading sheet so we can see 
the amount of reading at home plus if we 
see 4 or more adult signatures the child 
receives a raffle ticket and a reward for that 
week! 

Remind yourself of other resources on our 
class webpage too: 
https://sites.google.com/holytrinityhalstead.
com/falcon 

Home-School Communication
As part of maturity and independence, 
please encourage your child to bring in 

messages and ask questions themselves. 
Of course, if you have any important 

questions or concerns please do email me or 
talk to me on the door.

Mrs Thomson - sthomson@holytrinityhalstead.com
In Year 5 children have the independence to make their own way home as arranged with 
parents. In the first instance, please let me know. If someone different is collecting your 
child, please also let me know to avoid any confusion and delays.

Year 5 Falcon Class
Spring 2022 Curriculum Newsletter
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English
For English this term we will be focusing on:

● Balanced argument
● Narrative
● Speech
● Diary 

Grammar is taught in context within our English lessons. 
Spelling - this is taught weekly and like before we do not send lists of words home as 
they are focused on and worked on within school. 

Would the world be better off without us?

This term we will be thinking about if the world would be a different place without humans - 
what are the positive and negative impacts the human race has had on the Earth? 

Geography 
For the first half-term we will be focusing on the country of Russia. Within this, we will be 
studying the human and physical geography of this country, the biomes, climate and 
vegetation belts. 
Amongst these areas we will be learning how to use atlases and digital maps, using grid 
references, 8-point compass points, identify the position and significance of latitude and 
longitude, the Prime Greenwich Meridian and time zones. 

Design and technology.
In the second half-term, we will be focusing on our D&T lessons. This is where we will learn 
how to plan, design, create and evaluate a product created for a particular purpose. We are 
going to be learning about climate change within Russia and therefore our focus will be on 
how to build a flood proof house for those people who live near rivers,etc. 

https://sites.google.com/holytrinityhalstead.com/falcon/maths-awards
https://sites.google.com/holytrinityhalstead.com/falcon
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Over the term the children will complete the following English activities, where 
possible these are linked to our topic work.

●  Poetry
● A Factual Tour- The Water Cycle
● Persuasive Text- An Alternative to Plastic Straws
● Fantasy-The Lost Thing

 The children will also have weekly spelling, grammar and  handwriting lessons.

English

Over the term we will cover the following areas in Maths:

● Multiplication & Division
● Measurement: Area
● Number: Fractions
● Number: Decimals

Maths

Standalone
Computing
This term we will be blogging - learning about 
how to stay safe when sharing content online.
We’ll then be creating and editing photos using 
a range of software.

P.E  This term children will focus on the 
gymnastic skills of balancing, strength, flexibility, 
control and technique. We will also look at 
orienteering skills. 

R.E
Christianity
• Events recalled during Holy Week
Judaism
• Features of the synagogue 
• What happens inside the synagogue
Islam
• The revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet 
Muhammad
• The content of the Qur’an: it contains many 
people and stories found in the Bible

Design & Technology:

●  To understand and apply the 
principles of a healthy and varied diet.

● To prepare and cook savoury dishes 
using a range of cooking techniques.

● To understand seasonality, and know 
where and how a variety of 
ingredients are grown, reared, caught 
and processed.

How is the world changing?
This term, we will be focusing on how the world is changing by exploring 
volcanoes and earthquakes in Geography and seasonal foods in Design 
& Technology being our main focus.

● To explore the features of a volcano and what happens when a volcano erupts.
● To explore  life in volcanic areas.
● To understand what tectonic plates are and what the ‘ring of fire’ is.

Science: 
Children will learn about the three states of matter (solids, liquids and gases) this will also include 
investigating the Water Cycle. We will be learning about living things and their habitats, studying 
classification and different environments. 

Our PE Day is: Thursday
Our homework is due on: See homework grid
Our Maths Awards are tested throughout the week
Our Times Tables are practised:  Every day

Please continue to learn Times Tables, 
recalling facts up to and including the 

12 times table.

Mrs Day - sday@holytrinityhalstead.comYear 4 Squirrel Class
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English

Our text types this term are:
Narrative story, narrative tragedy, explanation text, and instructions.

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS) will be covered in class as part of our study of texts.
Spellings are being taught using specific lessons at school so as to better assist with the children’s 
writing. We will not be having spelling tests, but the spellings that are the focus for each week will be 
added to the class website on Fridays should you wish to practice them at home with your child.

We will hear each child read at least once a week. Please try and share a text (book, magazine, MyOn 
etc.) at home every day. This can be, but does not have to be, the book children bring home from 
school. Being read to at home is as important as the children reading themselves. Please tick off the 
reading record sheet each time you share a text at home, and make sure your child’s reading book 
and record sheet is in school each day, and especially Monday.

There will be time each day for children to read independently in class, and magazines such as The 
Phoenix will also be made available. There will also be an ongoing class reader which I will read to 
the class. We encourage membership of Halstead Library, and hope to visit this term.

Maths

Our areas of study this term are:
Multiplication and Division; Money
Statistics; Length & Perimeter
& Fractions

Our Maths Awards will continue this year. These enable the children to work on particular maths skills 
at home and school outside of our usual maths lessons. If children feel they are confident with each 
part of their Maths Award they will have the opportunity to be ‘tested’ on them on a Thursday 
afternoon. They will need to tell us when we ask the class. Before children can move onto the next 
Maths Award we need to be confident they are able to complete all the activities. They have until 
Year 6 to complete all the levels, so better to be secure than to try to rush through them.

Whilst we will not be having formal weekly times tables tests, we will be working on developing 
knowledge of multiplication and division facts, and number bonds (pairs of numbers that can be 
added together to make another number e.g. 4 + 6 = 10.) These are fundamental to your child’s 
progress in maths, and any practice you can do at home will be invaluable. We have online resources 
(below and over) which may help with this.

PE
Gymnastics before half term, and multi-skills 

activities after. Children can come to school in 
PE kits, and dark-coloured tracksuits in case 

we go outside, on PE days.
 

PSHE
● “What makes a family?”

● What makes a community?
Computing & E-Safety
Sending Emails.
Browsing safety and effectively
Algorithms 

Science
Thinking scientifically
Forces & Magnets
Plants

RE
Christanity - The Easter Story
Judaism - The importance of a kosher home, 
and observing The Shabbat
Islam - Mosques

Explore - What Makes A Community?

The UK
We will study the structure of the United Kingdom, and its major cities, rivers, mountains, 
and landmarks. We will explore how the United Kingdom has changed over time and 
look a little way into the future.

World Rivers
Beyond the UK we will learn about a number of major rivers around the world. Our focus 
will be their location, some facts about them,and their importance to the lands they pass 
through.  

DT
Our focus will be ‘Food’. Planning and preparing balanced and enjoyable menus.

As much work as possible will be posted to the school website: www.htps.ch/news 

PE Day: Thursday
Homework Day: Wednesday 
Maths Award Day: Thursday
Reading Book Day: Every Day!
School Library Day: Friday

Home-School Communication
I am continuing to try and develop the 

children’s independence. Please encourage 
your child to bring in messages, and ask 

questions, themselves. Of course, if you have 
any important questions or concerns please do 

email me or talk to me on the door.

Updated class information is available at 
www.tabecat.com/hornet and messages will 

be sent home mainly via the app (see left).   

Mr Handy - khandy@holytrinityhalstead.com
Mrs Mann, Mrs Trevanion & Mrs Butterly
www.tabecat.com/hornet 

Year 3 Hornet Class
Spring 2022
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Over the term the children will complete the following English activities, where 
possible these are linked to our topic work.

● Recount- remembering our Christmas Day by writing a recount about what it was 
like.

● Narrative - The Building Boy
● Non- Chronological Report- Singapore
● Message in a Bottle- Linking to our work on the continents and oceans writing a 

message in a bottle. (Christopher Columbus)
The children have weekly GPS, handwriting and reading  comprehension sessions.

English

Over the term we will cover the following areas in Maths:

● Multiplication and division-equal and unequal groups, odd and even numbers
● Multiplication and division- learning multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 

10 times tables. 
● Fractions- identifying, ½, ⅓, ¼ and ¾ of shapes and sets of objects. 
● Statistics- Tally charts, pictograms and block graphs
● Shape - identifying and describing properties of 2D and 3D shapes.
● Shape - patterns and symmetry with 2D shapes

Maths

Standalone
Computing
To create a presentation and add sound.
Algorithms with a floor robot.
Talk about favourite websites / games.
Know to personal information should be 
kept private to keep safe.
RE
The children will be exploring special 
books and the bible.  Why Jesus is 
special to Christians. UInderstand what is 
the Lords Prayer and why it is special to 
Christians.
Judaism - Story of Esther / Purim
Sikhism - Story og Guru Nanak
PE
Gymnastics, looking at travelling, 
balance, sequences, exploring apparatus 
and hanging swinging and climbing.
PSHE
Jobs and the different roles people can 
have in the community.
Keeping safe around roads, water and 
fire.  Identify risky situations.
Trusted adults, resisting pressure 
knowing who to trust.

Enhancements
Science 
Living things in their habitats

Identify that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they depend 
on each other

Describe how animals obtain their food 
from plants and other animals, using the 
idea of a simple food chain, and identify 
and name different sources of food

Is it a small world?
Geography
We will be looking at the oceans and continents in the world and using a variety of maps and 
atlases to help us with this.  Over the term we will learn:
● the names and locations of the world’s seven continents and 5 oceans.
● to understand geographical similarities and differences of a small area of the united kingdom, 

and of a small area in non-European country.
● the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and 

South poles.
● to use world maps, atlases and globes.
● to use simple compass directions and directional language.
● to use aerial photos to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features.
● to construct simple maps with a simple key. 

Design and Technology
We will design and make a moving picture using levers and sliders and make a working flagpole. 
Over this term we will learn:
● To design useful, pleasing products for myself and other users based on a design brief. 
● To  develop, model and communicate my ideas through talking, drawing and templates.
● To choose tools I and select materials based on my knowledge of their properties.
● To safely measure, mark out and cut and shape materials and components.
● explore and use mechanisms such as levers, sliders, wheels and axles in products.

Our PE Day is: Monday. Please come to 
school in PE kit. (Black or navy tracksuit to wear in the 
colder months - PE will be outside.)

Our homework is: Daily reading, phonics 
practise and maths award targets. 
Homework grid to be set to enhance in 
school learning. 
Homework due: Wednesday. 

Diaries are checked by an adult 
regularly.  If you have any urgent 
questions or concerns please email..  

Mrs Lewis- clewis@holytrinityhalstead.com 
Mrs King - lking@holytrinityhalstead.com

Year 2 Meerkat Class
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Stories with a Familiar Setting: We will be exploring the geographical features of the United Kingdom 
through stories such as ‘The Queen’s Handbag’ and ‘Katie Morag’. The children will study these stories and 
create their own by using them as a model. 

Poetry: To compliment our work on seasonal weather changes and our studies on nature and plants, we will 
study poems with this theme and go on to write a list poem to encompass our work. 

Non-Fiction Journal: The children will explore and identify the features of a journal and non-fiction books. 
Their work will culminate in them writing a journal entry about a local visit.  

English

Over the Spring term our maths work will cover the following areas:

Place Value: Counting forwards and backwards to 50  starting from any number.

Addition and Subtraction: Using one and two digit numbers to 20. Solving problems of addition and 
subtraction using concrete objects and pictorial representations (including missing numbers).

Measurement: Measuring and comparing length and height in addition to weight and volume. 

Maths

Standalone
Computing
As well as continuing to work on logging in, we 
will be fetching & returning our own laptops this 
term.
We will be using Purple Mash to do some simple 
programming, painting and sound creation. We’ll 
also be using the floor robots and introducing 
e-safety ideas via Tabecat, our e-safety mascot.

Physical Education
During this term we will be indoors  covering 
gymnastics. The children will develop their skills 
of balance, agility and coordination, and begin 
to apply these skills in a  range of activities. 

Enhancements
 

Science
Plants

- The children will identify and name a variety of 
common wild and garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen trees.
- They will also be identifying and describing 
the basic structure of variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees.
- The children will continue to study seasonal 
changes. 

      RE 
Special symbols and objects

The children will reflect upon their own special 
objects. We will then explore special symbols 

and objects of the Christian community and 
other major world faith  We will relate this to 

important symbols of the United Kingdom, 
including flags and national flowers. . 

.

Our PE Day is: Wednesday. Please come 
to school in PE kit.
Our homework is: Daily reading, phonics 
practise and maths award targets. 
Homework grid to be set to enhance in 
school learning. 
Homework due: Homework will be 
monitored on a Thursday. 

Diaries are checked by an adult. Other 
notes that are needed please feel free 
to email or write a note in your child’s 

diary and ask them to show the 
relevant adult.

Mrs Thomson - jthomson@holytrinityhalstead.comYear 1 Elephant Class
Spring 2021 Curriculum Newsletter
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Discover
Where in the world are we?

 

Geography
This term we will be exploring where we are located within the world. The story ‘The Queen’s 
Handbag’ will act as a stimulus to look at the four countries that make up the United Kingdom. 
The children will learn the seas that surround the United Kingdom and name the capital cities of 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The children will innovate this story and write 
their own ‘Miss Todd’s Handbag’ and  use simple observational skills to study the school and it’s 
grounds in order to plan for their story writing. 

Design and Technology
Following on from our geographical learning we will research, design, make and evaluate 
models of famous landmarks of the UK.During this work we will be selecting and using a range 
of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks of cutting, shaping joining and finishing. The 
models that we make will involve us investigating how to make it stronger, stiffer and a more 
stable structure. 

Nearing the end of the term we plan to hold a royal tea party. The children will plan and prepare 
the food for their tea party thinking about healthy food choices. They will use simple tools to 
prepare the food safely. 

http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com
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Mathematical Development
Addition and subtraction using a range of maths equipment 
and methods to explain our thinking and understanding, 
such as 10s frames, numicon and number lines.

To create and describe repeating patterns using shapes and 
colour.

To name and describe common 2d and 3d shapes through 
igloo building and animal shape pictures.

To read order and write numerals to 10.

Our PE Day is: Tuesday
Our homework: Daily reading and phonics
Reading charts to be handed in on a 
Thursday

Diaries are checked regularly by an adult 
but not daily. Other notes that are 
needed please feel free to email or write 
a note in your child’s diary and tell the 
adult on the gate that there is a message.

Mrs Yallop eyallop@holytrinityhalstead.com 
Mrs Cook and Mrs Lester

Year EYFS Penguin Class
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Wondering about winter.            Where does is all begin?
This first half term we shall be focussing our learning through exploring winter climates, animals and 
winter based stories.  After half term our focus will shift into understanding and exploring change, life 

cycles and sharing our thoughts and ideas linked to this.

Communication and Language development & Literacy
We continue to learn our phonics through the ‘Phonic Bug’ 
programme.

Our themes will be based around stories such as ‘365 
Penguins’, ‘Lost and Found’, ‘Chick gets Lost’, ‘The Hungry 
Caterpillar’ and lots of non fiction texts and information 
books to help us understand where we can find facts.

We shall focus on making sure we can use our phonics to 
help us write words and begin to write captions and even 
have a go at sentences!

To support writing we shall begin letter formation practice 
and support this by sending home copies of letter 
formations sheet for you to have a go at at home.

Knowledge & Understanding of the World
Understand the changes in the weather and seasons and 
make observations of this.

Know what we need to keep us warm, safe and healthy in 
the winter through exploring different materials and clothes.
Observe and care for chicks with and understanding of life 
cycles including chicks and butterflies.

Take part in science experiments to help us question ‘Why 
does this happen?’  ‘What if we changed…?’ ‘How can you 
melt the ice?’

To use ICT to help us find fact about winter, life cycles and 
animals.

Creative Development
To use our imagination to create winter homes and dens on 
small and large scale (for us and our toys).

Use a range of art techniquiches including collage, printing, 
painting and sewing to create pictures, winter art and 
blankets.

Use instruments to accompany winter and Easter songs.

Enjoy our outdoor class stage where we can act out / role 
play stories linked to our theme and perform songs to our 
friends

Personal, Social & Emotional
Through daily provision we shall learn to listen to others 
and begin to take their ideas into account when creating 
our class iceberg den. 

Play games such as ‘Penguin Pile Up’ and winter snap and 
pairs games to help us understand how to take turn and 
follow rules and instructions.

Show care and concern for our  living things through 
observing and carrying out responsibilities for feeding, 
watering and cleaning out Chicks.

Build confidence to talk about what we are good at by 
sharing excellent examples of learning with the class and 
via tapestry to parents.

Physical Development
PE will be gymnastics.  Children will take part in balancing, 
making sequences of movements, jumps and use of the 
wall bars, tables, mats and benches.  They will be 
encouraged to show control strength and coordinations in 
their movements. 

Outdoor learning will support your childs physical 
development. 

We shall be focussing on fine motor control with use of 
scissors, pen grip and letter formation.

Each morning we shall complete activities to support early 
writing skills and pencil control. The children will be coming 
home with a letter formation folder. Please encourage this 
at home.
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Tabecat SAYs...

For more help & advice ask a trusted adult, visit www.tabecat.com or email help@tabecat.com     

Enjoy using the 
internet safely!

Use apps & 
sites you 
know are 
safe for 
you!

Keep your 
passwords 
complex,
secret & 
safe!

Always act 
the right 
way online!

Keep your 
personal 

information 
secure!

Be careful 
who you 
talk to 
online!

Tell a 
trusted 
adult as 
soon you 
feel 

worried!

Stay awake 
for fake 
content!

Tabecat is the e-safety mascot of Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, Halstead. www.holytrinithalstead.com/esafety 
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